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INTRODUCTION 
The triumph of the People’s Lo) aso in 
Grenada on March 13, 1979 was a historic victory 
not only for the Grenadian people, but for opp- 
ressed peoples throughout the Caribbean and the 
World. It proved yet again that any oppressed 
people, no matter how small their country, no 
matter how backward their economy, no matter 
how religious their beliefs, no matter how exper- 
ienced they are in revolution, no matter how 
close to the United States - the mightiest imperia- 
list power known to mankind’s ae ie oni 
‘people and every oppressed p 

Be te UNDER THE RIGHT CONDITIONS 
carry through Peoples Revolution against imperia- 

lism. - are 
This is so not only because of the walinencs 
of every oppressed people ‘to do or die’ when 
their backs are against the wall but also because 
oppressed peoples now have powerful and reliable 
friends in the world socialist community, n the 
national liberation movements the world over and 
progressive forces within the imperialist countries 
themselves. Imperialism remains extraordinarily 
powerful and deadly dangerous but despite the 


power and the danger, thesuccessof the first-Gre-— 


nadian Peoples Revolution proves yet again 
that, sure as fate, the world’s peoples are in the 
process of overthrowing and leaving behind the 
backward and outdated system of imperialism. 
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Four and one-half years after the triumph of 
the Peoples Revolution, the U.S. military invasion 
of Grenada on October 25, 1983 defeated the 
first Grenada Revolution and installed counter-re- 
volution in power. This invasion has defeated the 
revolutionary process that was making Grenada 
genuinely independent: that was reducing unem- 
ployment and other scourges of third world peo- 
ples, and ‘was giving the grass-roots Grenadian ’ 
people a real say, for the first time, in the running 
of Grenadian society. This defeat has been a harsh, 
bitter experience, not only for the Grenadian and 
Caribbean revolutionaries, but for all sections of 
the peoples who, still under the oppression of im- 
perialism, were looking to Grenada more and 
more as an example of what improvements a peo- 
ple freeing themselves from imperialist dictator- 
ship may accomplish. It is necessary therefore 
that full and in-depth analysis of the causes of the 

defeat be carriedit by the G Grenadian revolution- 
aries themselves and by other sectionsof the revolu- 
tionary movement in the region and in the world. 


In the meantime a number of things can 
and need to be said a little more than six weeks 
after the triumph of counter-revolution : Firstly, 
the Grenadian Revolution shall rise again for the 
same reason that the Revolution rose on March 
13, 1979 from the needs of the Grenadian people 
themselves; from the self-sacrificing activity of 
the sons and daughters of the Grenadian people 
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themselves; because there is simply no other way 
for the Grenadian people or any other people, 
subject to imperialism to come from unde! ie 
subjection except by taking power from imperial- 
ism and its puppets,putting the genuine represen- 
tatives of the people in power and calling out the 
necessary changes to advance the interest of the 
people. . 

Secondly now that it has been: established, not 
by imperialist propaganda which all revolutiona- 
ties must constantly question, but by objective — 
facts that Maurice Bishop was executed, all revo- 
lutionaries have to condemn such a crime against 
revolutionary principle and redouble their resolve 
to ensure that inevitable differences within the 
revolutionary movement never reach such a level 
of antagonism which can only provide imperial- 
ism with opportunities to crush the Peoples Revo- 
ape iali d reaction are gloat 

i imperialism an ; - 
ing FMC aon victory and are sparing no 
effort to use the defeat of the Grenadian Revo- 
lution to advance their futile aim of trying to turn / 
back revolution everywhere. This is why Carib- 
bean revolutionaries in particular need te do 


everything to redouble their solidarity with the 


Cuban and Nicaraguan Revolutions as well as 
with the revolutionaries in El Salvador, Honduras 
and Guatemala in this hour of great danger 
from imperialist intervention following . on 


da. 
Grena sth 


It is also why revolutionaries and progressive 
forces everywhere in the region need to redouble 
their efforts to preserve the memory of the achie- 
vements of the first Grenadian Revolution as well 
as to draw the correct lessons from thetriumph of 
counter revolution. The ruling class, particularly 
here in Jamaica, led by Edward Seaga have been 
doing everything to wipe out the memory of 
Revolutionary Grenada’s achievements and to 
strengthen the belief amongst the masses that Po- 
pular Revolution is neither possible nor desirable, 
They must not get away with rewriting history 
nor must the Jamaican working people have no 
alternative to their reactionary version of history. 


This publication by the Workers Party of 
Jamaica is one contribution to strengthen the 
working peoples ability to resist the spate of rul- 
ing class propaganda, to keep alive the inspiration 
of Revolutionary Grenada and to learn the cor- 
rect lessons from the victory of counter-revolu- 
tion. It is made up from talks given by Trevor 
Munroe, General Secretary of the WPJ to the 
Jamaican working people during the course of the 
peoples’ Revolution and the Imperialist counter - 
revolution. The first was presented to a public 
rally in solidarity with the Grenadian people three 
days after the triumph of the Peoples Revolution. 
The other three were talks presented to the Nel- 
son Mandela Workers Education Seminar: the first 
on March 28,1982, in honour of the Third Anni- 
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versary of the Revolution, the second on October 
30,1983, five days after the U.S. military inva- 
sion and the third on November 13,1983, after 
the triumph of counter-revolution. — 


These talks have been left very much as they 


had been presented because despite the subseque- 
nt developments their main message remains as 


true today as when they were given. 


Central Committe, 
WPJ 
December 1983. 
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POLITICAL EDUCATION 


But comrades, it is our duty not only to offer in- 
ternationalist solidarity, it is our duty as well to try 
to educate ourselves. To try to learn the political 
history and political background to the revolution 
which has taken place in our sister island. It is our 
duty to beat back what the imperialist press and the 
reactionary media are already trying to portray, to 
Wmake it look as if what happened in Grenada on 
Tuesday was something that had developed over. 
night, a coup as they call it. Our duty is to show as 
factually and soberly as possible the deep roots of 
the Grenadian revolution in the political experience 
of the Grenadian working people and in the develop- 
ment of their vanguard the New Jewel Movement. 


The Grenadian Revolution 


Comrade Chairman, Comrade Cheddi Jagan, Gen- 
eral Secretary ‘of the PPP, Comrade Manuel Gonzal- 
es, representative of the Communist Party of _ 
guay, Comrade representatives of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Workers Party of Jamaica, Comrades, 
brothers and sisters. 


This evening our Party is fulfilling its international 
responsibility to the working people of Grenada, to 
the working people of Jamaica, to the working 
people of the Caribbean in expressing our heart-felt 
solidarity with the People’s Revolution and with the 
Revolutionary Government of Prime Minister Mau- 
rice Bishop of Grenada (applause). In fulfilling this 
responsibility we are joining with 
working people in Barbados who at this very 
moment are having similar meetings of progressive 
Barbadian people such as this one we are having of 
progressive Jamaican people. We are joining with 
hundreds of Grenadian citizens who today in New 
York in temperature below freezing are demonstrat- 
ing to the public of USA and to the Government of 
USA the complete unity and solidarity not only ° 
Grenadians in Grenada but of Grenadians living in 
USA with the revolutionary government and wit 
the revolutionary Prime Minister (applause) _ 


So that our task is not only solidarity, our task is at 
this moment very seriously political education. Poli- 
tical education because colonialism and imperialism 
have cut us off from the realities of the working 
people in other countries close by and in Grenada in 
particular. And it is our duty to overcome these bar- 
tiers, to develop such understanding that we will be 
able to better defend, to better defend, comrades, 
the Grenadian revolutionary process when the even- 
tual challenges and tests arise in the coming days and 
eeks and therefore our Party tonight wishes to 
spend a little time soberly educating, explaining the 
background to this revolutionary process so that all 
pf us can be properly armed and properly equipped 
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to defend that revolution and to better understand 
the process whici; is taking place in all our countrie 


at this time. 


Comrades many of us would be surprised to knoy 
that Grenada is a country which is smaller than the 
parish of St Andrew which is one of the small 
parises in the island of Jamaica. Its population 1 
fewer than the population in Xingston and therefon 
we are dealing with a small country; we are dealin 
witli a few people. But we are dealing witha small 
country and a few people who on Tuesday Oe 
March 13 showed the way to larger countries and ! 
larger veoule.the way forward in the struggle agains 
imperialism and fascism (a, jslause). 


GRASS ROOT SUPPORT 


The roots of the Grenadian Revolution of Maral] 
13 goes back to 1951. On February 23, 1951 thi 
workers, the unem loyed, the farmers, the your 
people, the women, all the Grenadian people stopp 
ed working in a massive general strike. In a gene 
strike which was a protest against colons a 
against conditions of oppression. F ebruary a 
1951, the Grenadian people experienced their Ma) 
1938. What we in Jamaica had in 1938 they had I 
1951. At that time Eric Gairy came forward and 
pressed the interest of the working people ail 
defended these interests much the same way 
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Alexander Bustamante came forward in Jamaica in 
1938. Because of this Gairy at that time was arrest- 
ed and was detained by the colonial authority for 
éefending the interest of the working people in the 
1951 general strike. The colonials, however, soon 
4etermined that in order to cool the people’s strug- 
gle Gairy should be released from detention. At the 
time of his release Gairy, lixe Busta, immediately 
began to embark on a course of compromise. Com- 
promise with colonialism, compromise with the op- 
pressors of. the working people in the years which 
followed his release in 1951. 


TRADE UNION WORK 


The Grenada Manual and Mental Workers Union 
(GMWU) was formed by Gairy arising out of the 
1951 general strike. Grenada United Labour Party 
(GULP) was formed at the same time by Gairy as 


well, so that like in Jamaica and like in the other 


Caribbean territories the people’s revolts gave rise to 
trade unions and to jolitical parties, in this case led 
by Gairy. In 1952 the first elections were held under 
Adult Suffrage so that Grenada was eight years be- 
hind Jamaica which had had its first elections under 
Adult Suffrage in 1944, Like in Jamaica the gratitu- 
de of working people for what sacrifices had 
been made by Gairy in 1951 showed itself in the 
election results. The Grenadian United Labour Party 
won six of the eight seats which were contested in 
the 1952 elections. The main support of the Party 
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came from the masses of the people. The masses of 
the people, who had revolted and demanded better 
conditions in 1951. And so comrades, for the next 
20 years Gairy won election after election between 
1952 and 1974. During that period he won no less 
than five of the seven national elections that were 
held, winning with support from the masses of the 
people, but a support which was increasingly dimini- 
shing, getting smaller and smaller as results in terms 
of improvements of the conditions of the people 
failed to materialise. By the late 1960s and early 
1970s the conditions of the Grenadian people re- 
mained much the same as they were at the time of 


the revolt. 


CONDITIONS 


li is important for us to understand what these . 
conditions were so that we can understand the basis 
of the Grenadian people’s increasing revolutionary 
struggle. Comrades, in 1974, 23 years after the Gre- 
nadian people demanded that Gairy should change 
their conditions and elected him to change their 
conditions, fifty percent of the Grenadian people 
were unemployed—one out of every two. Land, the 
main means of livelihood in Grenada, was monopo- 
lised by a small handful of very rich in the 1970s, 20 
years after Gairy was ruling, as it was in the 1951/52 
period. In 1972, 
farmers owned 13,021 acres of land. That is an aver- 
age of less than one acre of land for each farmer. 
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13,800 poor. Grenadian — 


On the other hand, just as in Jamaica and the other 
Caribbean territories having the same experience of 
colonialism and slavery, in Grenada in 1972. 92 
people owned 27,828 acres of land. Thirtéén thous! 
and people had to divide up amongst themselves half 
the amount of land that 92 people were able to own 
and control and enjoy and that was 20 years after 
the revolt of 1951. Despite five Governments by 

Gairy, with the support of the people, conditions 

remained as they had always been during the period 

of colonialism left by the system of slavery. And 

therefore, Comrades, in Grenada towards the end of 

the 1960s like in Jamaica, like in every other Carib- 

bean country, increasingly the masses, first and fore- 

most the werking people, to some extent the 

progressive intellectuals, became increasingly alien- 

ated and turned away from the Gairy government 

which was failing to meet the material needs of the 

working people. 


REBIRTH 


In 1971/72 Grenada was to experience the rebirth 
by the people which Jamaica experienced in 1968 
and 1969. Many of us remember that in Jamaica in 
1968/69 there was the Abeng Movement. This 
Movement was not peculiar to Jamaica‘ it was just 
one sign of what was happening all over the Carib- 
bean in every single territory throughout the region. 

In Trinidad and Tobago it took the form of the 
National Joint Action Committee. In St Vincent it 
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took the form of the Forum Movement. In all the 
islands protests against conditions such as were 
existing in Grenada began to arise. 


Comrades it is of importance for us to understand | 
that this resistance that began to develop was not 
only a resistance which came from the conditions in, 
these territories. Though thesc conditions were the 
most important elements in bringing about the resis- 
tance it was also the influence of the growing resist- 
ance by the world’s people to oppression and to ex= 
ploitation. First and foremost the Black Power 
Movement in USA, which began to develop a new 
militancy in 1966, was influential in spurring on the 
people of the Caribbean to resist those conditions 
that we have been talking about. Then of course. 
there were the African Liberation Movements which 
in the 1960s began to take onan armed character if 
Angola, Mozambique and Guinea Bissau. All of 
these things led to the development of increasing 
protest and struggle by growing sections of thé 
people against oppression. 


In 1971 in Grenada the women led the way. T 
nurses demonstrated and struck for better cond 
tions of work and for increased wages and tha 
demonstration and that strike was greeted by mas 
sive police repression from the Gairy governmen 


This was the signal for the people to develop a new, 


stage, to reach a new level of resistance to cond 
tions of life in that country. 
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NEW JEWEL MOVEMENT 


In May of 1972 the Joint Endeavour for Welfare 
Education and Liberation, whose initials bead 
JEWEL, was formed. In October of 1972, represent- 
ing the growing resistance, the Movement for the 
Assemblies of the People (MAP) was also formed. 
On May 11 the following year these two movements 
came together, the JEWEL and MAP, to form the 
New Jewel Movement. May 11, 1973 almost six 
years today before the successful triumph of the 
Revolution led by the New Jewel Movement and its 
indomitable and courageous. leader 
Maurice Bishop (applause). 


Comrade 


We can say comrades that the May 1973 forma- 
tion of the New Jewel Movement represented in 
Grenada what the Abeng represented in Jamaica in 
1969. What the National Joint Action Committee 
represented in Trinidad in the 1970s. Movements 
primarily by the young intelligentsia, progressive 
lawyers and doctors supported by sections of the 
unemployed and further supported by sections of 
the small trading class, the petty business people. 
That movement six years after, in the course of 
difficult struggles, in the course of hard and grinding 
battles of survival, was about to develop closer and 
closer ties with the broad masses of the Grenadian 
people and increasingly to isolate the Grenadian 
dictator and ultimately to accomplish his 
removal. 


SOLIDARITY 


The formation of the New Jewel in 1973 was 
spurred on by the decision of Gairy to secure inde- 
pendence for Grenada under his dictatorship. In 
February of that year, 1973, Gairy went to England 
in order to negotiate independence from tlie UK and 
that meant that the working people of Grenada now 
needed to consider in which ways were they going 
to ensure that Grenada entered on national indepen- 
dence with a democratic government and not one 
that was increasingly repressing them and increasing- 
ly diminishing their social and economic rights. 


In April, one month after the formation of the 
New Jewel Movement the pent-up energies of the 
people began to express solidarity with the leaders" 
of the Jewel and with their programme of progres- 
sive social change. In that month the New Jewel ex- 
perienced what every revolutionary movement in 
the Caribbean is bound to experience sooner or 
later. Some have already experienced it like the 
party of Comrade Cheddi Jagan, the PPP. Some have 
not yet experienced it but all of us sooner or later 
will have to experience what the Jewel experienced 
in April 1973. Because in that month the first mem- 
ber of the Jewel Movement, a Comrade by the name 
of Jeremiah Richardson became the first martyr of 
the struggle for progressive change. The Comrade,20 
years old,was murdered by Gairy’s secret police, a 
bullet through his brain. He was murdered durin: 
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police brutality which faced the demonstrations 
that began to grow against Gairy’s sell-out of the 
csuutry and his sell-out of the people’s struggle to 
the old ruling class. 


In that same month massive demonstrations were 
led by the New Jewel Movement as a result of Rich- 
ardson’s murder. Five thousand people blocked Gre- 
nada’s airport for three days. Blocked it and occupi- 
ed it as a protest against what had been done and as 
a demonstration to the regime that the people of 
Grenada and the progressive forces in Grenada were 
no longer prepared to put up with that kind of bru- 
tality. The mass actions led by the New Jewel 
Movement grew broader and deeper and a convention 
calling for genuine national independence was 
brought together by the New Jewel Movement. That 
convention in May, 1973 was attended by 10,000 
people of the working population at that time. So 
that we can see that the New Jewel Movement from 
the very first days of its formation was beginning to 
draw to itself and to bring into sympathy with its 
objectives broad sectors of the Grenadian people to 
the extent of 10,000 in May 1973. Later on that 
year in November, Jewel led a mass movement of 
people which was gathering momentum and 
was gearing itself to moving the dictator from power 
since by this time Britain had agreed to give 
independenc~ to Gairy and to allow that form of 
repressive regime to continue during national inde- 


pendence. Refusal to have fair and tree elections be - 
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fore independence was what compelled the New 
Jewel Movement to gather this movement together 
in order to force the Gairy regime to recognise the 
rights of the people. 


CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE 


On November 4, the Congress of the People was 
called and attended by 10,000 people again. This 
Congress, first of all, drew up 27 charges against Eric) 
Gairy. Crimes relating to police brutality against the 
people, suppression of the political liberties of th 
people and in particular of the progressive move 
ment and, most importantly, which charged him 
with social and economic neglect of the people, sel. 
ling the country to imperialism and to the local rul 
ing class. Secondly, this Congress on November 
put forward an alternative programme, under th 
banner “‘power to the people’. That programme wa 
broadly progressive, democratic and anti-impert 
alist. It had nationalisation of the banks, it had th 
establishment of an Export-Import State Corpora 
tion; it had land reform; it had the necessity of mak- 
ing the government and the state apparatus of Gren: 
ada more democratic so that working people coul 
participate more effectively in the day-to-day deci 
sions which affected their lives. And therefore we 
can say that the programme which was brought for 
ward at that meeting on November 4 was fundame 
tally anti-imperialist and progressive in its directio ! 
Finally, that Congress of the Peoplemadeghehisto 
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demand for Gairy’s resignation. It demanded that he 
should resign in two weeks. He should leave the gov- 
ernment because he had sold out the people and he 
was repressing their interests. 


GENERAL STRIKE 


On January 1, 1974, a general strike was called. A 
general strike was called by the comrades in the New 
Jewel Movement to prove that the concessions 
which Gairy was making were not enough to meet 
the people’s discontent. And, as had happened in so 
many different Caribbean countries, the waterfront 
workers were the most militant, the firmest and the 
most serious. The waterfront workers in St George’s 
Grenada, went on strike and stayed out in opposi- 
tion to the Gairy dictatorship for three months. And 
they only were able to be gotten back when the 
leaders of the union involved sold the strike of the 
workers to Gairy as a result of bribery and ideologi- 
cal unclarity. During the course of that strike, the 
New Jewel Movement again had to experience an- 
other sharp and serious blow - a blow- which, 
in movements which are not really steeled for revo- 
lutionary struggle, could have the most damaging ef- 


_ fect in turning back comrades and making them lose 


heart. Because on January 21, Comrade Maurice . 
Bishop saw his father, participating in one of the 
mass actions, murdered by the secret police of 
Gairy. Brother Rupert Bishop, father of Comrade 
Maurice, therefore joined the list of martyrs in the 
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struggle of the Grenadian people for a democratic 
and just society. 


DEFEAT 


This strike, and this effort of the revol ition which 
began in November 1973, failed. It was GeTeated. On 
February 7, 1974, Grenada gained national indepen- 
dence.It gained independence from Britain under 


Gairy’s leadership without any election being held in — 


order to establish the extent to which Gairy contin- 
ued to have the support of the masses of the people. 
And it is important, for, since every movement in 
the Caribbean will experience defeat and will have 
to learn from defeat, it is important for us fo look at 
some of the reasons why the movement was defeat- 


ed in 1974. 


SUPPORT FOR GAIRY 


First and foremost, Comrades, the movement was 
defeated by external factors. I ask you to think 
very, very carefully on the present situation where 
the movement has been victorious in the first stage 
but where by no means is that victory assured. In 
1974, it was defeated, firstly, by open intimidation 
from imperialism. At a crucial moment in the 
people’s struggle, the British and the Canadians sent 
warships into the St George’s harbour (St George’s 
the capital of Grenada) in order to intimidate the 
working people of Grenada. Two British and one 
Canadian gunboat entered the harbour at that time. 
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Secondly, the imperialists came to the assistance 

of Gairy with economic aid, with money, because 
the strike had reached the point where fie Weary 
was being depleted; there was no more money left in 
ander to pay the civil servants, in order to pay 
sections of the public administration. The British 
came to his assistance with 1,000,000 pounds 
sterling to pay the secret police and a much larger 
sum of money in order to keep the civil service 
going. 
M ost importantly, I ask you to remember,most 
importantly, in 1974 the movement was Sept 
because theC aribbean governments, including Trini- 
dad, Guyana and Jamaica, came to the assistance of 
the dictator, Eric Gairy, and provided him with 
financial means to pay the civil servants, the polices 
the police which had by this time become the ee 
means of the dictator Eric Cairy maintaining himself 
if power. 


So that in 1974, comrades, a combination of assis- 
tance from imperialism and assistance from govern- 
ments which had strong capitalistic, predominantly 
capitalistic influence,combined to encircle the Gre- 
nadian people and to help to defeat their revolu- 
tionary struggie. Well, we say tonight from this plat- 
form of the Workers Party of Jamaica — “No way 
will 1979 be like 1974!” (applause). We say “No 
way will we the working people of Jamaica allow 
the Government of Jamaica in any way to render 
assistance to the dictator” and we call on them to 
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render every assistance to the revolutionary move- 
ment and to the revolutionary government of Gre- 


nada (applause) 


SERIOUS ORGANISATION 


And so comrades, the movement was defeated. 
But every movement, as Comrade Lenin always said, 
learris more from defeat than from victory. And one 
of the things that the New Jewel Movement learned 
in 1974 is the lesson which all progressive move- 
ments in the Caribbean were beginning to learn 
about the same time; which we in Jamaica were 
learning; the Comrades in Trinidad, the Comrades in 
Guyana had learned it earlier: but the New Jewel 
was now beginning to learn. 

That lesson was, and that lesson still is, that in 
order to deal with reaction, with pro-imperialist 
governments, it is not enough to have broad sup- 
port; it is not enough to have the sympathy of the 
people; it is not enough to be able to get hundreds 
or thousands or even tens of thousands of people to 
march and to demonstrate. That is not enough- sup- 
port ; sympathy, numbers and followers is not 
enough. Because the comrades in Grenada had the 
sympathy, had the support, had the numbers behind 
them. But what they lacked, and what they 
immediate/y analysed was necessary, was the need 
for serious organisation. 

Sympathy and support is never enough in order to 
carry the people’s struggle to successful conclusion. 


15 


And therefore between 1974 and 1976 the com- 
rades in the New Jewel Movement concentrated all 
their might on organising, on building that support: 
on making it a powerful and solid force against the 
reactionary dictatorship of Eric Gairy. 


In those two years, in that small island, comrades 
(smaller than the parish of St. Andrewin its geogra- 
phy, lesser than the parish of Kingston in its popula- 
tion) - in those two years, Comrades, the New Jewel 
Movement built up over 50 branches, over 50 group 
cells throughout. the island of Grenada, changing 
support and sympathy into practical, grassroots 
organisation. Not only that, the comrades saw the 
need to base themselyes much more firmly on 
defending the interest of the working class people of 
Grenada, not just broadly supporting the struggles 
of the poor but defending the interest of the work- 
ing class people. 


The comrades therefore organised and began to 
lead active struggles of trade unions, in particular 
the trade union of agricultural workers representing 
the effort to organise and not just to agitate. Fur- 
ther, they saw the need to organise special sections 
of their movement and their party to deal with the 
special problems of different groupings of the 
people. And therefore they organised a women’s 
section to deal with the special problems of women 
within the movement, to draw more women into the 
struggle, and they also organised a special section for 
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youth to deal with the special problems of the young ~ 


people and to draw the youth actively into the 
struggle. And therefore in those two years they 
applied the lessons of the defeat of the revolution in 
1974 — organising and strengthening their move- 
ment at the grassroots level. 


GAIRY ISOLATED 


Increasingly, Gairy became isolated. And therefore ~ 


increasingly Gairy began to rely even more and more 
on repression and on military force to maintain him- 
self in power. In 1975, the internal repression reach- 
ed a new level. The Gairy government literally seiz- 
ed, captured the resources of the Nutmeg Coopera- 


tive Association. As you may know, nutmeg farming — 


is one of the mainstays of the Grenadian economy 


and the small farmers in nutmeg one of the most im- 
portant sections of the people. They had a coopera- 


tive and Gairy simply seized the funds from the co- 
operative when the Treasury had become depleted 
by his squandering on pro-imperialist ventures. 


Secondly, during this time, he passed a newspaper 
act in his effort to try and crush the progressive 
movement. In the way that we in Jamaica in 
1969 under the reactionary Jamaica Labour Party 
regime liad to experience direct repression on the 
ABENG newspaper — the persons selling the paper 
were harassed and ultimately the printery was burn- 
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ed to the ground. In Grenada, what Gairy did was to 
pass a law which made it impossible for the Com- 
rades in the New Jewel Movement to publish their 
newspaper locally. Because under this newspaper 
act, in order to publish a paper it was necessary for 
the publishers to deposit a bond of $20,000 Eastern 
Caribbean - a bond which was obviously far beyond 
the capability of a movement of a people which did 
not include capitalists and rich persons in its mem- 
bership. So that the attempt to suppress the Jewel 
by law formed part of the effort to kill it in the 
period 1974 to 1976. 


MAFIA AND FASCISM 


In addition to this, Gairy began to strengthen his 
links with international reaction. In 1976, he 
established links with the Mafia, provided protection 
for people on the “Most Wanted List” of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation of the United Stat- 
es. A man by the name of Clancy, wanted for $2mil- 
lion fraud in the United States, went to Grenada: 
the FBI followed him there. Gairy struck a bargain 
with this international gangster and simply declared 
him a Grenadian citizen, thereby putting him out- 
side of the jurisdiction of the FBI. 


In addition, in 1976, when most peoples of the 
world and when most, even liberal governments, 
were cutting their ties with fascist states, Gairy was 
beginning to establish his. He made a state visit to 
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Chile in 1976 - an official visit. And in that same 
year, 1976, also made a state visit to the other 
fascist regime, South Korea. So that he was beginn- 
ing to build up his connections with fascism and in- 
ternational gangsterism, at the same time as he 
intensified the suppression of the people inside Gre- 


nada. 


But Comrades, this was not enough. This could 
not kill the movement of the working people. 
Because the movement of the working people was 
based on their determination to get a better life and 
to throw off the conditions which had been inherit- 
ed from colonialism. And therefore when the gener- 
al elections of December 1976 were called, th | 
struggle of the people began to enter a new stage. 
On December 6, 1976 (nine days before we her 
embarked on our historic struggle against reactio 
and imperialism in our national elections), on that 
day in Grenada the elections were fought in an his 
toric struggle. The struggle was historic because Eri 
Gairy’s dictatorship did everything in its power t 
crush the New Jewel Movement. 


For example, the comrades were not allowed to us 
public address systems in the election campaig 
while Gairy was able to. They were not allowed t 
use or to have any radio time while Gairy treate 
Radio Grenada as his own personal mouthpiec 
They were harassed every day, every week, ever 
month in the months prior to the election. A 
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5,000 members of the movement were deliberately 


left off of the voters list. 


And in this way Gairy was hoping to deliver a final 
defeat through the electoral road to the New Jewel 
Movement. 


POPULAR VOTE 


Despite this, comrades, the breadth of the support 
that had grown for the movement showed itself in 
the results of that election. In that election, the New 
Jewel Movement which had formed an alliance with 
the other opposition party - the Grenada National 
Party - in order not to split the anti-Gairy vote, that 
alliance — the Peoples Alliance, won six of the 15 
seats that were contested. But much more impor- 
tant than the number of seats that were won was 
the fact that the Alliance led by Vl aurice Bishop got 
48 percent of the the popular vote despite the fact 
that a number of their supporters had been left off 
the list and despite the fact that they were preven- 
ted from campaigning in an effective way by the 
Gairy dictatorship. VI ost significant of all, the Peo- 
ples Alliance gained 87 percent, almost nine out of 
every 10 votes of the 18 year old voters who were 
voting for the first time in a Grenadian national 
election. 


So that what this election demonstrated more 
than anything else is that Gairy’s popular support 
had gotten smaller and smaller and that the popular 
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support amongst the working people for the New 
Jewel Movement and for the People’s Alliance had 
grown to a majority. This therefore led to a most 
dangerous situation, because Gairy then could no 
longer seek to defeat the movement by elections but 
his objective was now to get rid of it physically. 


INCREASED REPRESSION 


And therefore, Comrades, in the months following 
during 1977, whilst we were absorbed in the new 
stage of our struggle ( the CIA tactics having back- 
fired, our struggle began against the IMF tactics o 
imperialism) — at that time the Comrades in Grena- 
da were having to face new and intensified repres- 
sion as Gairy stepped up his determination to ensur 
that their movement would be crushed. Chile play 
a major role. The Pinochet junta of fascists came to 
the aid of Gairy economically, politically and mili- 
tarily. Emissaries were sent to Grenada to finalise 
arrangements for training the Grenadian secret 
police and bringing military personnel into Grenada 
in order to assist Gairy’s military regime. Similarl 
with regard to the South Koreans, economic aid wa 
also being provided to the Gairy dictatorship in 
order to buttress it up and to make it more capabl 
of inflicting military defeat of the popular, progres- 
sive opposition. 


Increasingly, the plans to liquidate the progressiv 
opposition showed itself in more and more repr 
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sion as 1978 drew to a close and 1979 opened. Mas- 
sive searches of all opposition homes: approximate - 
ly 200 persons were harassed and intimidated in the 
last four weeks before the Revolution and it became 
apparent that Gairy was preparing for the final 
strike against the forces of the people. The Comrad- 
es, the people and their leaders, will never and can 
never wait and sit down in order to be destroyed by 
the forces of reaction and the forces of imperialism. 


And in Grenada, getting wind of the plans of Gai- 
ry for their final destruction, the C omrades in the 
New Jewel Movement laid the final plans and made 
the correct decision that when a people have no 
other alternative to deal with reaction, when a 
people have no other way to carry forward their 
progressive struggles, then the people have to seize 
and to use the historic right of all peoples from the 
days of slavery down to the present day - the right 
of carrying out social revolution, the right of carry- 
ing out people’s revolution, the right of taking up 
arms in defense of the majority of the people against 
the minority and its repression(applause). 


Tuesday, March 13, 1979, therefore represents a 
milestone in a very hard road, in a very hard struggle 
waged by the Grenadian working people in the pre- 
vious six years in particular but in the previous 20 
years as well. A very hard struggle, Comrades, one 
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that had defeats, one that had setbacks, one in 
which their leaders were brutalised, one in which 
some of their leaders were also killed. But the 


people did not turn back; their leaders did not be-— 


come discouraged; their leaders did not become 


down hearted. Their leaders became more and more — 


determined and more and more certain that one day 
they would win and that one day the people’s strug- 
gle would have to triumph and that triumph took 
place on Tuesday of this week (March 13, 1979) — 
an historic day for all of us, the working people 
and the progressive movement of the whole 
Caribbean and of the whole world (applause). 


Comrades, the present situation is one that we 
need to look into very carefully. United States im- 
perialism, British imperialism, Canadian imperialism 
well understand that the New Jewel Movement isa 
movement for social progress, for democratic chang- 
es on behalf of the masses of the Grenadian people. 
They well understand that that progress means a 
weakening of imperialism and a restriction on the 
ability of imperialism to exploit the people of Gren- 
ada. 


PEOPLE’S VANGUARD 


The programme of the New Jewel Movement is 
very clear. It was put forward in the elections of 
1976 and we can be certain that in the days which 
are about to follow it will become increasingly 
implemented to benefit the masses of the Grenadian 
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people. That programme includes three elements 
which I will mention at this time so that we can be 
very clear in our minds that the New Jewel Move- 
ment is not a handful of people seeking 
power for themselves but represents the vanguard of 


the progressive movement of the Grenadian working 
people. 


NATIONAL IMPORT BOARD 


Point number one: The programme of the 
Movement demands the establishment of a National 
Import Board to take importation of goods into 
Grenada out of the hands of the big merchants, the 
big distributors and exploiters in that country and 
to put it into the hands of the government and the 
people (applause). 


_Through that National Import Board, very much 
like our State Trading Corporation, the New Jewel 
Movement seeks in its programme to control food 
prices and to remove the setting of the prices of 
food out of the hands of the exploiters of the 
people and put it into the control of the representa- 
tives of the people. In this regard, the importation 
of the basic commodities — sugar, rice, flour, milk — 


is in this programme to pass into the hands of the 
National Import Board. 


LAND REFORM 


Secondly, the programme seeks to hand over the 
land which historically was worked by the slave 
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ancestors of the Grenadian working people tothe — 


use and control of the people themselves (applause). 
And therefore the programme envisages the creatibn 
of food farms which will be used to cultivate food 
needed by the people and to help solve the problem 
of unemployment which Gairy for 20 years assisted 
in creating rather than sought to eliminate. 


CONTROL OF BANKS 


Thirdly the programme of the New Jewel Movement 


for the December 1976 elections, the programme — 


which remains ,at the present time, seeks to ensure 
by control of the banks in Grenada, that loans and 
credits are made available, not to the rich and po- 
werful, but to the small farmers, the fishermen, and 
the small and medium businessmen of Grenada who 
need the loans in order to develop their businesses 


(applause). 


FOREIGN POLICY 


And most of all, the outlook on the world, the ex- 
ternal orientation of the New Jewel Movement, its 
foreign policy is a broad and democratic one be- 
cause it seeks not only to have relations with the im- 
perialist states, not only to have political ties with 
the political parties of capitalism, but it seeks to de- 
fend the movements for progress, the movements 
for national liberation in Africa and throughout the 
world and to have political ties, not only with petty- 
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bourgeois parties, net only with capitalist parties, 
but as well with socialist parties and as well with 
communist parties like our own in Jamaica at this 
time. 


AGAINST IMPERIALISM 


And therefore, Comrades, imperialism is very clear 
that this is something against its interests. This is 
something which will limit its power among the 
people of the Caribbean. This is something that im- 
perialism will-have to do all in its power to get rid 
of, to crush and to overthrow. But Comrades, you 
know, and I know that the power of imperialism to- 
day is not the power of imperialism yesterday. And 
that whereas in 1974 the British and the Canadians 
could simply sail gunboats into St George’s harbour 
and by that means intimidate the working pcople of 
Grenada, in 1979 we can give you a story. In 1979, 
when the naval boat carrying the representative of 
the United States to Grenada on the invitation of 
the Revolutionary Government to see for themselves 
that no harm was coming to American citizens, 
when that naval boat appeared on the horizon, and 
when the people of Grenada were not fully inform- 
ed as to its purpose, men, women and children with 
arms went to the shores in order to defend the 
Revolution and to defend Grenada against imperia- 
lism. (applause). 


And so Comrades, 1974 is different from 1979. 
The world has changed, the world has given us Ango- 
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la, the people have given us the victory in Vietnam, 
the victory in Kampuchea, the victory in Iran and 
now our people, the people of the Caribbean have 
given us the victory in Grenada to join the victory of 
the people of the world (applause). 


BE VIGILANT 


But imperialism, if it does not get its way by arm- 
ed intervention, by intimidation and threats, will try 
to get its way in another form. And therefore we 
have to be very vigilant. We know our Comrades in 
Grenada are very vigilant but we have to help them 
to be vigilant. Because you know as well as [ that 
when the strength of socialism in the world, and 
when the growth of the people’s struggle around the 
world, and when the unity of the Grenadian people 
does not allow imperialism to simply come in and 
overthrow the regime, that they will get others to do 
their dirty deeds. 


MERCENARIES 


In this case we wish to alert the working people of 
Jamaica, we wish to alert the Comrades of our Par- 
ty, the Comrades of all progressive organisations in 
our country at this time. We have to be on the alert 
for the use of mercenaries. The use of mercenaries 
armed by US imperialism, trained by US imperialism 
but without wearing the badge of US imperialism. 
And we have to be very, very clear that imperialism, 
working with the overthrown dictator, will try to 
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use the mercenaries in order to get at the revolution- 
ary government. And therefore we wish to declare 
from this platform, and we wish to make it known 
that the working people are not only looking out for 
and opposed to US intervention, because we are 
hearing a lot of statements that the United States is 
not going to intervene, that Canada is not going to 
intervene, that Britain is not going to intervene. But 
let them understand that those pious declarations 
are not accepted by us, because we well know from 
experience, from the experience of the Bay of Pigs 
in 1961 that imperialism need not itself do its dirty 
work; it can get mercenaries to do it for them. And 
we declare that we the people call on our govern- 
ments and we the people ourselves wish to hold US 
imperialism accountable for any mercenary attack 
on the revolutionary government and people of Gre- 
nada at this time (applause). 


So imperialism cannot do in 1979 what it tried to 
do in 1974. So too, West Indian governments in 
1974 ran to Gairy’s aid with money; now they are 
not able to do that. What they are now doing is to 
wait and see. But wait and see when there is nothing 
to wait for (Laughter) and there is nothing to be 
seen other than what is clear to everybody that the 
people have triumphed‘in Grenada and the Reyolu- 
tionary Government is in power (applause). 


SUPPORT NOW 
And therefore, Comrades, we call on those West 
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Indian governments who declare that they are for 
the people, who declare that they support move- 
ments of national liberation in Africa (Laughter and 
applause). We say to them that charity begins at 
home (applause). And we say to them that if you 
could recognise and if you did recognise, with the 
support of all of us here, the Revolutionary Goyern- 
ment of Angola, then recognise the Revolutionary 
Government of Grenada now, immediately, not next 
week (Applause and chants of “Recognition Now”) 


Comrades we in our Party and all of us in the pro- 
gressive movement have got to be prepared to make 
ourselves ready to give whatever support is within 
our power. We are not the government. Our Party 
and the progressive movement is not in power but 
we wish to make it absolutely clear that whatever is 
in our power to do, and we wish to warn American 
imperialism in particular, that whatever is in our 
power to do we shall do it in supporting the just 
struggle and the just demands of our brothers and 
sisters (applause). 


And let us here tonight learn the lesson that in the 
struggle to defeat reactionary governments it will 
not be easy, it will not be overnight; we are going to 
have defeats and we are going to have setbacks. But 
in experiencing those defeats and setbacks, let us 
take the example from the Comrades in the New 
Jewel Movement. And let us, having educated our- 
selves as to what really happened in Grenada - the 
basis of the revolutionary struggle, that it did not 
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begin yesterday, that it grew out of the people’s ex- 
perience- let us in doing so look with contempt and 
look with disgust at the reactionary calls of people 
who aspire to be fascist like Edward Seaga who want 
to say that we should not recognise the regime in 
Grenada (Applause), Comrades, let us be clear that 
Seaga has to call on the Jamaican Government not 
to recognise the Revolutionary Government in Gre- 
nada. He has no choice, absolutely no choice (laugh- 
ter). 

All fascists and aspiring fascists must be afraid of 
the Grenada People’s Revolution. If Seaga came to 
power and brought in fascist policies, he well knows 
that the progressive and revolutionary forces in 
Jamaica would have no alternative but to act in the 
same way as the NJM did against Gairy (applause). 


And therefore we say to the Manley Government 
reject the call of Seaga, reject the call of Seaga! Re- 
cognise the government of revolutionary Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop now! We say recognise 
now, recognise now! Long live the New Jewel 
Movement! Long live the people of Grenada! Long 
live the Revolutionary Government of Prime Minis- 
ter Maurice Bishop. Long live! (Prolonged applause 
and chants of “Recognition Now!’’) 


March 16, 1979 
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The Grenadian Revolution/ 
The Jamaica Situation 


Today I want us to talk about the Grenadian 
Revolution and the Jamaican situation. I want to 
talk about these two things because they are very 
close together though you may not see it right 
away. 

Comrades it was little more than three years 
ago when, in the early morning — 5 o'clock in 
fact -— on. March 13, 1979, that the normal 
broadcast on the radio station in Grenada was in- 
terrupted and what came on the air are historic 
words for the Caribbean people not just for the 
Grenadian people. What came on the air that 
morning was a voice that said, “Attention, 
people of Grenada. All workers, youth, women, 
members of the public are asked to gather to- 
gether at central places and await the armed for- 
ces of the People’s Revolutionary Army. You are 
called upon to go with our Armed Forces to make 
sure that police stations are showing the white 
flag. The overwhelming majority of them are al- 
ready filled with the white flag of surrender. 
‘Those which are not will have to be dealt with. 
This Revolution is your Revolution. The freedom 
coming is for all of us, play your part now.” 


And in response to that voice, in every village, 


in every district, every town of-that small-island, 
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smaller than Kingston and St. Andrew, the people 
came out on the street; old and young, women, 
young girls, workers, moved to the police station 
without any guns, armed with sticks, stones, 
machete, knife, surrounded the stations and told 
the police that, “It’s our time now, surrender”. 
And by 4 o’clock that same day it was all over. 
No violence. Two people died and a third by 
accident, By that afternoon the people of Grenada 
had taken over power. And when I say the people I 
mean the ordinary man in the street, the grass roots 
had taken over power. 


SUPPORT FOR THE REVOLUTION 


A couple of weeks ago on March 13, that 
same people commemmorated the Revolution of 
three years ago. And [I can tell you because I was 
there. A crowd gathered at the rally equal to about 
500,000 people in Jamaica because it was one quar- 
ter the population of Grenada; so that if we were to 
have a rally that size in Jamaica it would be 500 and 
odd thousand people. I want you to think about 
that because the biggest meeting we ever had in Ja- 
maica is Sam Sharpe Rally and that was 120,000. 


This meeting that took place two weeks ago in Gre- 
nada was two times the size of the Sam Sharpe Rally 
in 1976, 1977, and 1980. So you don’t have to ask 
whether the people supported the Revolution, that 
is clear to anybody who wants to open their minds 
to see what is going on. 
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BEFORE THE REVOLUTION 


We are gathered to discuss this Revolution 
and its lessons for the Jamaican situation. The 
reason it is so important for us to discuss it is be- 
cause of the experience which we as workers are 
having at this moment in the different workplaces 
that we work, in the different communities which 
we live. The experiences that we are 
now having are the identical experiences that 
the Grenadian people were having before March 
13, 1979, before their Revolution. Right now 
there is not a worker in thisroom who has not ex- 
perienced personally the high-handedness of 
management. If there is any such then let him 
talk when question time come. Workers for 
example who every day are getting laid off with- 
out notice, who are being pushed around; just as 
we are experiencing it now, so too the Grenadian 
people used to experience it before March 13, 
1979. There is not a man in this room or a sister 
who has not had the experience of going on strike 
and when you go on strike the police who are 
supposed to be impartial, who supposed to be not 
taking side, take side with the management 
against. the worker. Right now the workers at 
Lenn Happ have the experience of the police not 
only taking side but beating the trade union or- 
ganiser. You know about the workers getting 
beating but its the first time in years that the ac- 
tual union man get lick from the police. That is 
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our experience now and so it was as well the ex- 
perience of the Grenadian workers before March 
Ls, 1979. 

We have the experience right now whenever 
anything involve workers the Gleaner always print 
one side of the story, the worker side don’t come 
out;just so in Grenada they had that experience 
before the Revolution. 


UNIONS - NEGLIGENCE 


We have the experience where most of all the 
union people are negligent and careless, instead of 
looking after the workers’ problem. Sometimes 
we can’t find them. The only time you see them 
is when the news reach union headquarters that 
another union coming in. Or when maybe it’s 
time to» negotiate a new contract and they are 
looking for some of the rock back money to get a 
piece for themselves. So it was in Grenada as well 
before the Revolution of March 13, 1979. 


COUNCILLOR AND MP ABSENT 


We have the experience now where you want 
to see the councillor to talk about the garbage 
situation; you want to see the councillor to deal 
with the road problem; you want to find the 
Member of Parliament,and the said MP or coun- 
cillor who used to be in your yard every day, lift- 
ing up the baby and kissing him up, and drinking 
pot water and all those things, you can’t find him. 
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You don’t even hear where his office is. So it was 
identical with the people in Grenada before the Re- 
volution. The frustration that we are experiencing 
now with the water, with the light and power cuts 
were similar to their experiences before the Revo- 


lution. 


And therefore comrades, we need to look how 
it is that they dealt with their problems, because 
we want to deal with ours. There is not a man who 
is satisfied with the present conditions and there- 
fore we have to look at those who were in the same 
situation and who have tried to do something about 
it and how they did it because it is the same flesh 
and blood. The people in Grenada look just like me 
and you, come from the same Africa, have the same 
poor level of education, all the conditions we have, 
they had. In fact, comrades, I go further than that, 
their condition was worse. Their conditions were 
worse than the one we are in now. And since our 
condition is going along the same road as their con- 
dition before the Revolution because as sure as 
faith, and you can remind me later on, maybe a 
couple of months or a year from now, whether I was 
right or wrong; but I am telling you today, mark 
my words, that the worst conditions they cxpc- 
rienced before the Revolution we are heading into 
it right now. And therefore we need to look in 
a little more detail at exactly what were some of 
their experiences. 
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GAiRYISM 

They were under ‘Gairyism’. The P.M. as you 
know, was Eric Gairy and the people there coined 
a name - Gairyism: Because they had no other'ism’ 
to describe what Gairy was going on with. I think 
the people here are soon to coin a name called 
Seagaism’because soon there is going to be no ‘ism’ 
to describe the condition that we are going to be 
under. What were some of these conditions? First 
of all, just like is now beginning to happen in 
Jamaica, Gairy was selling out, and when him 
don’t sell, lease the best land in Grenada to 
foreigners, when the local people could not get 
anything. It’s a small island, smaller than most of 
the parishes in Jamaica. But however small, the 
best land, instead of going to the local people, he 
sold it and leased it to the foreigners. Just like is 
already happening in Jamaica at this very moment 
as I am talking to you. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


Not only that, unemployment, which every 
day we see in our country getting worse as dif- 
ferent businesses close down, was 50 percent un- 
der Gairy. We don’t reach there yet but, under 
Seaga it is going to get there sooner or later. Right 
now we are 30 percent, they were at 50, so they 
were worse just before the Revolution. Under 
Gairy and Gairyism the wages for the workers was 
$50 a month, not a week, $50 a month and it’s 
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EC dollars which value less than our dollar. Which 
means that most workers\therewere getting less than 
the minimum wage. We don’t reach there as yet but 


the value of our money with the price of all the — 


goods, all the various things in the shop, it’s just as 
well as we don’t have any money in our pocket be- 
cause it can’t stretch, it can’t buy what is out there. 


HIGHLY PAID POLITICIANS 


At the same time that workers were getting 
$50 a month, Gairy’s ministers were getting $2,000 
a month tax free. And I say, mark my word 
and you can tell me whether I am wrong later on, 
we are heading in the same direction. I heard a 
thing on the radio yesterday about Parish Councillor 
(PC); that PC who serve one or two terms from here 
on going to get special allowance and subsidy for 
doing what I don’t know, because when they were 
there nobody could find them to do anything for 
the people. Under Gairyism one of the most serious 
features was that the workers had no form of ameni- 
ty. That is to say no lunch room, no rest room, 
these things were unknown. Sick leave, vacation 
leave, you try and take that, the man push you out 
into the street, tell you that “there are many unem- 
ployed who want you job”, and you either take it or 
leave it. And we can see that already, that is begin- 
ing in Jamaica right now. 


ay 


CANT sane UNION 

Under Gairyism it was impossible to change 
from the union that Gairy was leader of. The 
union called the Grenada Mental and Manual 
Workers Union, you should remember the name, 
the GMMWU, you couldn’t change from it - Why? 
Because Gairy took up with the management to 


_ make certain that no proper procedure, no proper 


poll could be taken to get out the union that he 
was head of. That was one of the most serious 
parts of the whole Gairyism that the people had 
to be living under. And so, in all of these ways the 
people there were experiencing conditions that 
are worse than the ones that we are under now. 
But, conditions which are very much like the di- 
rection that our situation is going in. If our situa- 
tion continues as it is now, sooner or later we will 
have the Jamaican version of Grenada’s Gairyism. 

In that situation down there , comrades as you 
can imagine, those workers who were progressive 
and those people who were progressive, who 
wanted to see the country develop and the people 
progress, were in a situation that looked very im- 
possible. And I ami going to show you why, be- 
cause it seemed that everything was against them. 
It didn’t look like it was possible to change from 
that particular condition and that particular sys- 
tem. And there are a number of reasons. why it 
looked impossible. So -I want us to go down 


them because some of them are not so well 
known in Jamaica. 
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TWO PARTIES 


First of all it looked impossible for the progres- 
sives to change the situation in Grenada. It looked 
impossible because just like here, there were two 
parties — the parties weren’t identical to the Ja- 
maican parties but nevertheless there were two 
parties which constantly got all the votes from 
1951 coming right up to 1979. For example, in 
1951 the people voted in Gairy and Gairy’s party; 
his party was called the Grenada United Labour 
Party — Labour party too. In 1957, they voted 
him out and put in the other party which was 
called the Grenada National Party — right, its not 
me name it, that is the name of the party down 
there. So they voted in Gairy in 1951, they voted 
him out in 1957, then they voted him in again in 
1961, So from the Labour Party to the National 
Party in 1957. They voted Gairy in again in 1961; 
the Labour Party win again in 1961. They vote him 
out in 1962 and voted in the National party in 
1962. Then in 1967, they voted in Gairy again, so 
the same two parties, the people, over a long 
period of time were voting in one, voting out an- 
other, voting in one, voting out another. So, 
1967, they voted in Gairy, and in 1976 they 
really voted him out but Gairy tief the elections 
in 1976. The reason why I am going into this de- 
-tail is because the progressive man or woman in 
Grenada, looking at this condition from 1951, 
election after election, would come close to say- 
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ing, “Bwoy it don’t make sense to do anything be- 
cause the people is either vofing for Gairy’s GULP 
or the opposition GNP for 27 years. And it is not 
just a few people voting either — 70 percentof the 
electorate was the average turnout over those 
years”. But you see, for the progressive man or 
woman in Grenada that meant that the people were 
not satisfied with either one, because you put in one 
and they hoped that they would give them progress, 
so they don’t give them progress, so they put them 
out. The people keep that up for 28 years. But there 
is a limit to how long you are going to do this in and 
out business. But in the meantime it was very frus- 
trating for those who want to see Grenada develop 
-in a progressive direction because it just looked like 
the majority of the people were not interested in 
anything serious. 


TORCHLIGHT 


It looked very frustrating, not only because 
two parties were going in and out of office, but se- 
condly, because the national newspaper named the 
TORCHLIGHT was spreading propaganda, just 
like our Gleaner. so that everyday the people are 
only getting the message from the TORCHLIGHT 
and that message is the same message we get from 
the Gleaner, “That imperialism and America is good 
good; capitalism is our only hope”. And the pro- 
gressive man, looking at the Torchlight company 
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would say to himself that there is no hope, be- 
cause the people are being brainwashed by the 
Torchlight newspaper and the biased message that 
it was carrying everyday. And that is the second 
reason why it looked like that there was no hope. 


CHURCH AND RELIGION 


The third reason is one that we know very well 
in Jamaica and that is the problem of the church 
and religion. If there is one set of people who go 
to church more than the Jamaican people, is the 
people in Grenada. Catholic church going back 
years and years and the Anglican church — to- 
gether with the other kind of revivalist churches. 
What made it look so difficult is that nobody 
- went to church more than Gairy. So that the 
peoplc, not only very religious, but Gairy now, to 
try and fool the people is a man who went to 
church; not only to one church, but to every 
church. So this Sunday he would go to the Catho- 
lic church and pray so that Catholic see him. The 
next Sunday the Anglican church so that the 
Anglican see him. The third Sunday a next 
church. Jump revival and promote the poco — 
directly no one do that more than Gairy. Sono 
worker, looking on, would say to himself, and I 
talk to the comrades you know, so its not some- 
thing I read in a book I am telling you about. I 
talk to Maurice and the leaders of the Revolution 
down there as to how they felt when they see 
these things going on, and they felt, many of 
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them, that there was very little hope. And that is 
the third reason why it looked so hard and diffi- 
cult. The first one is only two eae the second 
one is only one newspaper; the third is that al- 
most everybody going to church and Gairy more 
than everybody else.. 


MONGOOSE GANG AND GREEN BEAST 


The fourth reason why it look so hard is be- 
cause of police. The moment the people step out 
of line they had their eradication squad which 
was called the Mongoose gang. And down there 
when the more progressive leaders stood up, they 
were shot. Maurice Bishop’s father, Rupert 
Bishop,was actually shot,killed by the Mongoose 
gang, almost identical to how they killed Roy 
McGann. What Rupert Bishop was doing, was try- 
ing to protect some people, innocent people, and 
they simply shot him dead. That again would 
have the effect of making people feel there is 
nothing that you can do because the moment you 
stand up for justice they either lock you up or 
shoot you down. Not only the police, Gairy had 
the army — again, just like the army here it was 
trained by the Americans and by the British. He 
had his army as well. The people in Grenada 
called the army the ‘Green Beast’ because of their 
behaviour over the years towards the people — 
They were beasts and in their green dress they 
called them the ‘Green Beast’. 
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were under leadership that were like that. Grenada © 


Manual and Mental Workers Union which was 
Gairy’s Union, Waterfront Union, the Commercial 
and Industrial Union - all the major unions were 
under leaderships that were backward. 


NO RECOGNITION 

On top of that, the progressive unions, when they 
were formed did not get any recognition. Because 
what happened is that the management ganged up 
with the Gairy government and gang up with the 
major union leadership to keep the progressive 
union from getting a majority, even sometimes from 
getting a poll in order to represent the workers 


INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 

To cap it all, Gairy was able to get international 
support. When the people protested in 1973, in the 
early days of 1974, three yeats before the Revolu- 
tion, Canada and England sent warships into the 
Grenada harbour, St George’s, so that the people 
could see that Gairy had the backing of the Canadi- 
an government and the English government. And sad 
to say, sad to say, at that time as well, it was Jamai- 
ca’s government - 1974, Trinidad’s government, 
Guyana’s government which sent money to Gairy in 
January 1974 to save him. Because there was a 
strike of all the workforce, an all-island strike which 
meant that no tax could be collected and no reyenue 
could come in to pay civil servants or anybody else. 
The only thing that saved him then was the assistan- 
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ce that came from the other islands and from Britain 
and Canadian warships that were in the harbour. 
Eventually the strike was broken and | will talk a lit- 
tle more about that later on as to why the strike was 
broken at that point. The reason why I am going in- 
to all of this, brothers and sisters is that we need to 
know the hard conditions under which the progres- 
sive movement had to operate before the Reyolu- 
tion. We need to know how impossible it looked. 
Just consider - two parties monopolise everything; 
the newspaper everyday injecting the people with 
capitalism; church and religion everywhere; laws 
very oppressive, ready to battle down the people; 
army. not only local but England , America and 
Canada and the other islands in the Caribbean ready 
to help Gairy. 


A WAY OUT y~ 


But as always happens, if there is one thing as sure 
as night follows day, when the people are faced 
with a situation like that where everything just look 
impossible, first thing that they do is to find a way 
out and the Grenadian people, the first thing that 


‘they did was leave the island. If you go to Toronto 


in Canada, London in England, or New York in the 
United States, you will find a population, of Grena- 
dians almost as large as the Jamaicans in those cities. 
Because the people, many of them said, “We can’t 
put up with this thing, we can’t do anything about 
it, so may as well we leave the island.” 
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CAN’T BEAT THEM JOIN THEM 


Of course there were those who said if we can’t 
beat them, join them. Many, many workers, many 
many small business people, taxi drivers and so on 
link up with Gairy because it looked impossible to 
get him out. You don’t batter your head against a 
wall so we may as well link up with him, But over a 
period of time after the people try everything, leave 
the island, join up with Gairy, take the redundancy 
payment, try to set up themselves on the side,the 
conditions still get worse. Eventually more and more 
people decided that,“we have to try and get out this 
man. It don’t make sense we run, it don’t make 
sense we join because that not helping?Many of the 
pressures were also coming down on the supporters 
of the GULP and the crumbs that were dropping 
from the tables of the imperialist were not even 
enough for Gairy’s supporters. 


GET OUT GAIRY 


So even they were getting dissatisfied and the ef- 
fort to get out Gairy started to get serious and it 
started to get serious from about 1972. Remember 
Gairy was in power, in and out, from 1951. Nine- 
teen Seventy Two is almost 20/21 years from 1951, 
in and out of power. In 1972 the people began to 
see the need to get him out and then as always hap- 
pens again the people will try everything before con- 
frontation. Because no one likes confrontation, and 
therefore you try everyway possible to get him out. 
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ELECTIONS 

The first thing that they tried was elections. The 
progressive forces stood for elections in 1972 but 
they weren’t able to get anywhere because the elect- 
ions were not only rigged but all the capitalists gave 
Gairy all the money. Therefore it was not possible 
to get anywhere. In fact,the present Minister of 
Mobilisation, Comrade Selwyn Strachan whom 
many of you would have seen at our Congress, 
December 1981 if you came to the public session, 
he was the one that represented the Revolutionary 
Government, he stood for elections in 1972 and was 
beaten. He got about 30% of the votes which was 
very good under those conditions in the constituen- 
cy in which he ran. So the first thing that the people 
tried to overcome the Gairyism is elections. It was 
beaten down in 1972. 


MARCHES AND DEMONSTRATIONS 


Then in 1973 — marches and demonstrations in 
response to police brutalisation which had taken 
place. That too didn’t work. Then in January and 
February of 1974, just at the time when Gairy went 
to England to get independence for Grenada the 
people went a step further on an all-island general 
strike. Comrades,I want you to understand that. 
Every work centre lock down to get him out just 
like we had it in 1938. Again that was broken, it 
didn’t work. The reason is very important. Not just 
that Gairy had support but the key union, Gairy and 
the imperialists buy out the leadership just at the 
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right time. That union is the Seamen and Waterfront 
Workers union because the dock workers were the 
key. If the dockworker is on strike nothing can’t un- 
load, to come into the island and nothing can’t be 
loaded onto the ship to leave. The dock workers 
were holding out and Gairy and the capitalist grab 
the leadership, give them a money and the strike set- 
tle. Ship could unload and the general strike of all 
the workers was broken and Gairy got away again. 
That was 1974. 


NEW UNION 


Then after that another attempt was made. The 
formation of new unions, progressive unions since it 
was clear now that the unions under the leadership 
of the reactionary elements would always break the 
strike even when the workers wanted to continue. 
The progressive forces started to form new unions to 
see whether they would be able to win representa- 
tional rights for workers at different centres. That 
also was blocked because of the ganging up of the 
management, the government and the established 
union leaders. 


LAST STRAW 


Fhen in 1976 the last try was made by the people 
and by the progressive forces in the elections in that 
year to get out Gairy. Just at about the same time 
that we were having our elections they were having 
theirs. Despite all that Gairy did — rigging the 
voters’ list, making his people vote more than once, 
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banning loud speakers, the opposition in fact got a 
majority but when you count out the votes, it turn- 
ed out to be 48 percent. So that they lost according 
to official result but not according to the real vote 
of the people. I want us to look into that Election 
very carefully because there are many things about 
our election of 1980 which were very, very fishy. In 
1976 in Grenada, Gairy lost but him win; the oppo- 
sition got six seats out of the 15. That was the last 
straw. Then the people said, well you try march, 
you demonstrate, you call general strike, you vote 
out the man and the man is still there and the condi- 
tion is getting worse. Well it’s only one thing leave 
and that is to throw him out by a People’s Revolu- 
tion. 
EXPERIENCE 


And [I think that it is important for us to under- 
stand. We here who are progressive, we here who are 
trying to guide and to lead other workers to under- 
stand what is going on, not only in Jamaica but in 
Grenada and elsewhere. To learn the lesson of what 
I have just said because the lesson of that, is that the 
Srass-root man and woman, workers, the people as a 
whole don’t make up their mind easy in deciding to 
take a revolutionary road and to get out a govern- 
ment by revolution. They don’t make up their ntind 
easy — why? Because it is a hard way, it risk your 
life. And in Grenada the people tried everything be- 
fore they said ifs only one way to get out the man. 
The man is ruling by the gun, ruling by force, we 
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have to dig him out by force. So that the first reason 
why any people turn to revolutionary struggle is ex- 
perience. Experience of everything else failing and 
before people experience that don’t bother try tell 
them anything about the revolution because all you 
are doing is preaching a message that cannot be un- 
derstood. 


WORKING CLASS PARTY 


Secondly, the people need a revolutionary working 
class party to both interpret the people’s experience 
and to guide and lead them at the same time as learn 
from them. This is clearly the second lesson from 
that experience which leads me to look at the 
people’s revolutionary party in Grenada, the New 
Jewel Movement. I think we have many lessons to 
learn from how they developed. The first thing to 
note about this party is that it was started in March 
of 1973. In other words, it only came up after 20- 
odd years of the people experiencing the GULP and 
the GNP . This party could only come about when 
the people themselves see this in and out business 
was not really getting them anywhere. So it was 
formed in March 1973, just about a year or nine 
months before the Workers Liberation League (fore- 
runner of the WPJ 1978) was formed in Jamaica 

in December 1974. Now the first experi- 
ences of the NJM after they were formed were ex- 
periences of failing, failing in the struggle to break 
Gairy’s hold over Grenada. They failed because they 
tried to get him out together with the people in 
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November of 1973 when everybody in the island 
was marching up and down in protest and again in 
January of 1974 with the general strike and they 
failed. And the reasons they failed are reasons that I 
have discussed with the comrades in the leadership 
of their party and it is very clear that they, at that 
point learnt a lesson that we also need to learn in 
Jamaica. 


NOT ENOUGH DISCIPLINE 


Why didn’t they succeed? A number of reasons 
comrades They didn’t succeed because the mem- 
bers of the party in 1973/74 were not disciplined 
enough. That changed by 1979. And when I say dis- 
cipline I mean that when the leader say 4:00am it’s 
time to move — March 13—a man don’t roll over in 
his bed and say “Bwoy I come in my bed late last 
night”, but he moves immediately because he knows 
that the time has come. In 1973/74 it wasn’t so. 

The party had a lot of people in it who were not dis- 
ciplined - distributing newspaper today but forget 
about it next week, on and off, up and down. They 
wake up on the bad side of the bed one morning, 
you will not get any work out of them and that is 
the first reason. 


TRADE UNION WORK 


The second reason they didn’t succeed_was closely 
related to the first. Namely that they did not 
spend enough time doing work with the progressive 
workers in the trade unions. Key reason. You can 
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see how that link up with how the strike was broken 

in 1974. Because if the NJM had done the work on 
the ground with the Seamen and Waterfront Workers 
Union then they would have been able to get rid of 
the reactionary leadership, one way or another, to 
weed them out. But because the party had not done 
enough work with the work force, the work force 
was not prepared as much as it needed to be prepar- 
ed to put the union leaders under manners. And that 
is the second reason why the NJM was not up to the 
standard needed in 1974. 


GRASS ROOT SUPPORT 


The third reason is also connected. It is that they 
did not do enough work to build the grassroot sup- 
port, organising the different villages and districts. 
Its one thing to haye support in general, its another 
thing to have it organised. You know a man can say 
everything Trevor say I defend it, but when it come 
for him and two, three other brethren to form a 
group to carry the work, its a different business. 
And so it was in Grenada in 1974. Its support 
groups were not organised and therefore Gairy was 
able to get away, strengthen the dictatorship over 
the people and the NJM was seriously defeated. In 
1973 all the present Cabinet Ministers, that is Com- 
rade Maurice, Selwyn who was here, Comrade Rad- 
ix, Bernard was not there at the time, except for: 
him, all the cabinet ministers were beaten by Gair- 
ty’s Eradication Squad - the Mongoose Gang. 
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Caught, beaten brutally, Maurice was thrown bleed- 
ing into the jail cell and to humiliate them Gairy’s 
police shave every one of their heads with glass bot- 
tle, in 1973. A man who is not serious after that ex- 
perience say, “Bwoy, this is not for me, better I go 
do something else’’. 


LEARNT THE LESSON 

All six of them, instead of turning back, they 
learnt the lesson. And the lesson was that they were 
just not enough organised and from that moment 
onwards, from 1974 onwards, even more from 1976 
onwards, they reorganised the party basing it on 
principles similar to the Workers Party and the little 
book which we have here - is called the Working 
Class Party — Principles and Standardsgit is on those 
principles that they began to reorganise the party 
from 1974 onwards after they were defeated by 
Gairyism. 


SELECTIVE MEMBERSHIP 


What did this mean? It meant first of all, in reor- 
ganising the party to stand up against that kind of 
pressure, not everybody who say that they wanted 
to join the party could come in. They had to be 
more selective. They had to make sure that those 
who were going to come into the party were those 
who would be disciplined. So that when the time 
come you don’t have a whole heap of crowd behind 
you and when push come to shove every man run 
and hide. Better you know who going to run and 
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hide and if its 3,000 man behind you and 300 not 
going to run, better you have that 300 and you 
don’t fool yourself that it is 3,000 and ycu give the 
2,700 who going to run and hide,things to do that 
they can do at their yard because that is obviously 
where they want to be. So this is the first thing that 
was changed in the NJM. Only those who were seri- 
ous could come into the party. At the same time 
those who wanted to do something but never want 
stick cut their neck, dd®’t cut them off. Make them 

play their part , let them play them role but not 
sticking out their neck because the moment you 
give them something to do that make them have to 
‘stick out their neck they are not going to do it. So 
that the party draw the serious members into it and 
they organised the supporters around it. 


SUPPORT GROUPS 

So that the second thing that it did is form sup- 
port groups in the various villages and districts 
whose members would not necessarily be known. 
The members of the support groups who would dis- 
tribute the party paper called NEW JEWEL who 
would do other things like fundraising- hold bingo, 
raffle and such things and donate the money to the 
party as a supporter but not as a member. Because 
this man who is prepared to run a raffle or hold a 
bingo or put on a dance may not be prepared to get 
out of his bed 3 o’clock one morning when the time 
come to move. So you don’t tell him,“bwoy you 
can’t do anything. You tell him to hold the bingo, 
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and hold the raffle”. And that isa big contribution - 
but as a supporter, not as a member of the party. So 
that is the second thing that they did. Organised the 
support in the various districts in the various towns 
around different issues. Any issue that affect people 
like water, like road, they would make representa- 
tion to the government and if the government don’t 
respond, expose the government and at the same 
time try and help the people in their little small 
way. 
POLITICAL EDUCATION 


The third thing that they did in reorganising the 
party is to put much greater emphasis on political 
education because that is the key. Not just the orga- 
nisation but the education,and the party newspaper 

NEW JEWEL was the key to the education. Over a 
period of time they were able to sell that paper 
more than Torchlight which was the Gleaner in Gre- 
nada - 10,000 copies were being sold in the island 
because the people eventually began to see that the 
paper was talking the truth and that it was giving 
them proper political education. And on that basis, 
because of that hard work, after being defeated, 
when that morning came on March 13, 1979, and 
the voice came on the radio, telling the people, 
“come out now, we have already handled the 
army” because they attacked the barracks first, all 
the soldier them sleeping, then run leave them gun. 
Once the peopie saw that the army was defeated, 
nobody dead except two— remember 800 man died 


56 


in our elections, so don’t believe that revolution is 
bloody and that elections is peaceful — two man 
dead in the Grenada Revolution and 800 dead in the 
Jamaican electicns. You can tell me which one is 
better. So thet when the time came for the people 
to respond, they came out, since they had been or- 
ganised in suppert groups; they knew that the party 
defended them and when the Comrade said the 
Revolution is for you, they know from their experi- 
ence that it was something for them. 


ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE REVOLUTION 


This leads me to the last part of what I want to 
say which is something on the achievements of the 
revolution. I think it is necessary to spend most of 
our time on why they went into that, the way that 
they did, to see what lessons we can learn, more 
than the achievement because the achievement, 
while very, very significant, is not so significant for 
us now since we don’t have revolution yet, what we 
want to know is how to make the system that we 
are under change. But we need to look at the achie- 
vements a little bit. The first thing is that the Com- 
rades in the NJM were very clear that the first task 
was to get out Gairy. But it couldn’t stop there. Be- 
cause if you move Gairy and it’s the same old-time 
system, then it’s the same old time conditions. So 
that they saw clearly that they had to move Gairy 
and at the same|time put in a new system which 
would give rights, which give justice, which would 
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give power to the people. And that is what has been 
taking place since March 1979. 


WORKERS RIGHTS 


For example, on the side of the trade unions, 
those of you who came to our political education 
session a few weeks ago would remember what I had 
said about it then and I am going to repeat some of 
it now. Whereas before, under Gairy and under the 
old system when a new union applied to represent 
workers they would wait months and months and 
sometimes no poll would ever come. One of the first 
laws that the new Revolutionary Government passed 
in May, two months after the Revolution, is that the 
Ministry of Labour would have to reply in seven 
days to any group of workers, 51percent.of/whom 
demanded that a poll be held at a particular work- 
place. Any employer wh*s refused the workers’ 
rights to be represented by the union of their choice, 
that employer, would be subject to a fine of $5,000 
or two years imprisonment or both. So right there 
the government showed their colours that when it 
come-to workers rights and unionism that is their 
priority. 

In August of 1979, the capitalist test|out how 
serious the government really was — that was four 
months after the Revolution. One of them, the man 
who run the Coca-Cola plant down there decided to 
kick out two workers. No reason. Just fire them. 
The workers went on strike to defend their brothers. 


- Again very similar to what is going on. in Jamaica. 
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like at Lenn Happ. The strike went on for over 37 

days - deadlock. The management refused to be reay 
sonable, don’t want to settle the thing; the) 
management hemming and hawing, the govern-| 
ment say alright we give you a chance. Is just two 

workers, but 30, 40 others on strike and you feel 
you are going to starve them out? It don’t go som 
The government moved in and took control of the] 
Coca Cola plant and opened it so that the worker 

could go back in and work, everyone with their job. 
The didn’t take ownership of it, they left the owne 

and the same man who used to own it own it now. 
But they opened its door and made sure that the 
factory kept running, the workers get their job, get 
their pay and of course the owner get his profit. 
just mention that to show that when a government 
is serious about the right of workers then this is how 


_— it proceeds. No hemming and hawing business.“We 


give you a chance to settle, meeting after meeting 
you don’t want to reinstate the worker. Yo 
keeping the others starving without any bread out i 
the street, we take control, we run it with the work 
force, you get the profit but you are not going to 
sabotage. And that is how it was done. 


DEMOCRACY IN UNIONS 
Trade unionism has changed up completely from 
the old time unionism before the Revolution where 
none of the major trade unions held any meeting td 
elect union officers. Now every union has thea 
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general meeting in which the work force has a chan- 
ce to choose and remove who don’t serve them or 
who serve them. As a result today, of all the islands 
in the Caribbean Grenada is the island that has the 
largest proportion of the work force unionised. Be- 
cause the workers are more free than anywhere else 
to join unions to make representation, and to get im- 
provements in accordance with what the economy 
can afford. 


SOLVING UNEMPLOYMENT 


The second achievement I want to mention in pas- 
sing is the attacking of unemployment. Unemploy- 
ment is in every island the worst problem, the most 
difficult one to solve and the way they are going 
about it, brothers and sisters, is mainly through the 
land reform programme. You can’t have so many 
youth idle, and so much land idle at the same time. 
It is just a criminal thing. So while Gairy had been 
selling land and leasing it to the foreigners, the 
Revolutionary government is-now on a programme 
of taking the land that is owned by the government 
and organising the youths to work the land and to 
get proper remuneration and so reduce the unem- 
ployment as well as _ increase the production of 
food so that the more food that you produce is the 
less you have to spend in foreign money to get food 
from abroad and of course to borrow money to pay 
for it. So that is the second thing I would like us to 
mention and look at. 
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THE PEOPLE’S BANK 

The third thing is the banks. The government has 
not taken over all the banks. What they have done is 
taken oyer one of the major banks, that is a govern- 
ment bank, the National Commercial Bank, almost 
identical to ours. But the way that that bank 
operates is different from the other banks because 
what it does is specialise in lending money to the 
small man. The imperialist bank has no interest in 
lending money to me or you. They only take our 
money when we put it there and lend it to the big 
man. The people’s bank lend to the people. And 
therefore the small businessman in Grenada who is 
trying to set up something and even the middle 
business can get loans and assistance from the gov- 
ernment bank to keep his business going and the 
government bank in turn makes profit. Before the 
Revolution no small man could get any amount of 
money. Gairy, the other government ministers and 
big businessmen would get all of it to borrow for 
themselves. 


WORKERS PARISH COUNCIL 

The fourth achievement relates to the problem 
which we experience more than any other problem 
at present — that our politicians and our officials, 
once you elect them, are a law unto themselves. You 
nave no control over them, they have no duty to say 
anything to you, only when the next election come 
again you see them coming in again, begging you to 
vote for them. Not so in Grenada. In Grenada they 
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have now set up a system called the Workers Parish 
Council. Not ordinary Parish Council - Workers 
Parish Council. How this system works is that in any 
parochial division or parish all the workers who live 
there, at regular intervals, come together in a big 
meeting and at that meeting it is the duty of the 
politicians or the official to give a report on any 
problem that the people may want to hear about. It 
is not a question of maybe; you must attend these 
meetings. So that the Commissioner of'Police had 
to go to oné of these meetings recently. 


The problem that the people were facing: some 
criminals were in the area where they live and the 
people felt the police were not doing enough to 
catch the criminals who were preying on them, steal- 
ing their things and breaking into their honsese hey 
summoned the Commissioner of Police to report 
why those thieves were at large and the people were 
suffering. The people did not accept the excuse giy- 
en and demanded that the thieves be apprehended 
Within a few days those criminals were caught be- 
cause the police felt the pressure of the people on 
them to do their duty. 


The head of the Water Commission in Grenada 
has to report to the Parish Council. The Minister of 
National Mobilization who was here at our Party 
Congress has to report to the workers Parish Council 
and answer questions as to why certain things that 
should be done are not being done. If the people are 
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not satisified then he has to go and do it. This is an ~ 


important system because it gives the people, the 
grassroots,the power to demand from their represen- 
tatives proper account of their stewardship.Of cour- 
se you don’t have any elections. Capitalists are bawl- 
ing about that, also the imperialists, that you must 
have elections. But the comrades in Grenada are 
very clear on this point. That if you have elections 
under the conditions that exist there now, what that 
would lead to is CIA violence, violence worse than 
what we had in Jamaica. And they are not going to 
allow that to take place in their country. At the 
same time they make certain that the people have a 
voice, that the people have a say, that the people can 
hold to account any government minister or any civ- 
il servant or any police or soldier. 


SERVANT OF THE PEOPLE 

These are some of the achievements which I think 
we should mention. They are achievements which 
are only taking place now because the People’s 
Revolution has conducted itself in a particular way, 
and when I say that I want you to understand the 
way that they have conducted themselves. First of 
all none of those comrades who have now taken 
over the government and are Ministers live in any big 
_ house with a whole heap of things in it; whole heap 
of car, eating out the people’s money. I can tell you. 
I have been into the house of a Minister in Jamaica 
under the last government, a Minister in Grenada 
under the present government, Minister in different 
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countries and I see no people live so humble as how 
those Comrades in Grenada live. Just an ordinary 
man, because he sees himself as a servant of the 
people. And this is the first thing. It might look 
simple to you but you can check whether a man is 
genuinely for the people by seeing how far he looks 
after himself first when he gets in. And if you put in 
a man and overnight he begins to dress differently, 
drive differently, look different, then you know 
that he is really looking out for himself. You put in 
a man and he remains the same and you know that 
is not really himself he is dealing with, he is dealing 
with the people’s interest. 


FIRMNESS 


The second thing is how they have dealt with 
those who have tried to overthrow them. I want to 
say a little bit about that because we have experien- 
ce here,between 1974 and 1980,of how our govern- 
ment dealt with those who tried to overthrow them. 
And we have experience of how Maurice is dealing 
with those who try to overthrow the People’s Revo- 
lution in Grenada. The first thing is that there is no 
friendism. No “friendisn® You could grow up with 
him, you could be a leader of the NJM, you could 
have been a member for many years, the moment 
you step out of line and start to betray the people, 
out with you. And I say this because I feel it. When 
I see some of the things people next to Manley were 
going on with. You tell him what they doing and he 
says to you,“‘boy he don’t see it or“is a man he 
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knows long time” Like David Coore, or Vivian Blake 
and those people. And when I look at how Maurice 
deal with man who was leader of the NJM who step 
out of line - out with him and if he don’t behave 
himself after that, lock him up. Because is the 
people’s interest at stake. And the choice is going 
back to the old time system or going forward to a 
new system. And don’t matter how me and you 
friend, if you want to go back then you come out 
and you still keep it up you gone inside the caboo- 
se, lock you up. So there is a firmness, not in words 

_ but in deeds. 

| THE SUPREME LAW 


The propaganda against the Revolution was 
as great as the propaganda against the Manley goy- 
ernment. In fact it get greater now. In one month 
alone, in June 1981, the Comrades analysed 144 
different articles in the capitalist press attacking 
the Revolution. Inside Grenada, the TORCH- 
LIGHT newspaper;when they looked in Jamaica 
and saw how the GLEANER got on with the Man- 
ley government and get away with it they say 
“Well we can do the same thing too”, GLEANER 
in Jamaica attack freedom of the press, tell people 
lie, poison their minds. Michacl say,“Alright next 
time” So TORCHLIGHT now in Grenada do the 
same thing. They publish stories, blatant lies. One 
of them said that the “Soviet submarine base is in 
Grenada’, Another that“Revolution is going to get 
rid of Rastas” The government called them in and 
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warned them. They didn’t take the warning. 
Instead - published more lies. So the government 
was forced to close them down. Not because they 
want to, but because they have to if the people’s 
Revolution is going to be saved and the people’s 
Revolution is the supreme law. 


ECONOMIC SABOTAGE 


The American imperialists have carried out 
a campaign against Grenada to block any money 
going there. They tell the governments of Europe - 
don’t give them anything and international institu- 
tions like the IMF not to have any agreement with 
them. Instead of drawing back, the Revolutionary 
Government went forward, sending people to every 
country meeting with the leaders to show that 
what the American imperialists were saying are a 
pack of lies and ultimately being able to defeat the 
American imperialists from blocking aid to Grena- 
da. Just by mobilising instead of retreating. So 
that in the IMF where Grenada had to apply for 
loans, and had to fight to get conditions which 
would allow them to struggle forward and not go 
backwards, unlike how we bow down to the 
bad conditions that we hads when push come to 
shove America was the only country that voted 
against it. Twenty one members of the IMF 
board - 20 for, one against. The Revolutionary 
Government went out there, mobilised, showed the 
truth, told the facts and America couldn’t prevent 
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cans couldn’t beat the Grenadian people because 
Grenada is a dot, you can’t see it on the map, just 
a spot. So they could literally deal with it in one 
minute but in that one minute it’s a whole heap of 
fighting. Everybody in Grenada will be there to de- 
fend their revolution and the rights that they have 
won and the whole world will turn around on the 
United States and condemn it. It’s not like in the 
old days. 


March 28, 1982 
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Giving you the facts 


Comrades, our session today is aimed at giving 
you the necessary facts; giving you the necessary 
arguments to defend yourself, to defend your 
party and to defend the people of Grenada 
against the kind of attacks that are going to be- 
come much more vicious in the next few days and 
in the next few weeks. I want you to follow me 
very, very carefully so that you can understand as 
fully as possible, the different aspects of the crisis 
in Grenada and the different aspects of the pro- 
blems. 

I want to start with the death of Comrade 
Maurice... then deal with a number of other things 
that are related to that. 

Comrade Maurice was killed on Wednesday, 
October 19. By Wednesday night, October 19 and 
moreso by Thursday morning, October 20, the 
story had gone out, first of all from the Gleaner, 
and secondly the other sources like the Gleaner in 
the Caribbean, that Comrade Maurice had been 
executed or assassinated. 

I must say to you that today, which is Octo- 
ber 30 there can be no doubt that the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the Jamaican people; the over- 
whelming majority of the workers in the factory, 
of the people in the communities totally accept the 
version of what happened as an execution or an 
assassination. 
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The first thing I have to say is what was said 
from the Press Conference that we held on the day 
after Maurice’s death. And that is, if the Comrade 
was executed and if he was assassinated, then we 
cannot agree with such a thing, we are against it 
and we condemn it. I want to start there just to re- 
fresh your memory that we didn’t have any doubt 
from the first moment that if that had taken place, 
then this was a wrong thing to do. 

ALWAYS DOUBT... 

The second thing Comrades is that we have 
learnt — and I really hope that you have learnt by 
now—that whenever anything comes from the media 
which is controlled by the reactionaries — whether 
it is a report of a strike, whether it is a report of 
a police shooting, whatever it may be — if you are 
really conscious and serious, your first reaction to 
that report must be to ask yourself whether 
‘is so it really go?’ 

Use your experience to doubt anything and 
everything that you hear coming from the media 
which is controlled by the big capitalists, by the 
reactionaries..ANYTHING AT ALL THAT IS 
CONTROVERSIAL. Our experience has shown us 
too often, that what they say is not what really 
happened. Therefore, in relation to that 
execution story there are a number of 
questions that you should ask yourself and you 


should ask others. 
The first question is: if my deputy plans to 
execute me, or assassinate me, would he wait until 
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I am out in the open, with scores, hundreds of 
people who would in one way or the other be eye- 
witnesses? That is the first question I ask you to 
ask yourself. 


LOOK AT THE SECOND QUESTION 

Here we have a situation where whether you 
agree with it or not, Comrade Maurice was in con-: 
finement under house arrest between October 13 
and October 19 which means that if the Deputy or 
the clique or the faction wanted to kill him, they 
had the 13th, the 14th, the 15th, the 16th, the 
17th and the 18th. They could have backed him up 
in a room, shoot him, put a gun in his hand, then 
wait two days so that the story could be properly 
prepared and a press release ready, that Cde 
Maurice Bishop was shot while trying to escape 
from detention. 

So I ask you to ask yourself that second ques- 
tion, if an assassination or execution was planned, 
why not in private, where there was nobody to see 
for the six days that he was being held? 

The third question that you have to ask is: 
why isn’t JBCTV and the Gleaner publishing all the 
eye-witness accounts so that all who said they saw 
could be heard by us the citizens, or we could read 
their account of what happened? Only one version 
has come, and it is the version of assassination and 
execution. 

I know for a fact that JBC TV did an interview 
with a Jamaican who was working in Grenada, who 
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was Manager of Grencraft — Grenada Craft — He 
told them what he saw. He told them that he saw 
the crowd with Maurice going up to and into Fort 
Rupert without a shot being fired, and then soon 
after that the armoured cars, going up the same hill 
into Fort Rupert. What he said was that the first 
shots that he heard fired were not the machine 
guns, not the shots from the armoured cars, but the. 
automatic rifle fire of the AK-47 which is the 
_ Soviet equivalent of the M-16. Why after interview- 
ing the man and he tells you that, you don’t put 
that on TV too, so that we can hear the different 
versions and make up our own minds. 
You also need to ask if they were planning to 
overthrow or get rid of Maurice, why did they not 


do it between the morning of September 26 when. 


he left the country and the morning of October 7 
when he returned. Anybody looking to seize power 
could have done it then without any hullabaloo, 
without any problem such as has happened now. 

Therefore Comrades, because I personally 
and our Party have not got satisfactory answers to 
those questions we cannot jump up like the leader- 
ship of the People’s National Party and agree with 
Seaga that assassination and execution is what took 
place. We have to sift the facts, and look at the 
other version — the version which said that at the 
Fort there was a confrontation in which Comrade 
Maurice and the others fired first and in firing first 
killed three of the soldiers on the spot and a fuurth 
died later on. 
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Some Comrades will say, well how is that a 
reasonable thing to do for a man to fire first in 
those circumstances? My answer to that is... Why 
go to Up Park Camp or Newcastle :which is the 
equivalent to Fort Rupert in Jamaica. If your in- 
tention is to talk to the nation so that the nation 
can hear your side of the story,then you head for 
Radio Free Grenada, you would go to the radio 
station, take it over and say, ‘This is Maurice speak- 
ing, this is what happened, this is the problem, this 
is my proposal’. Instead they go into the head- 
quarters of the army. We have to look into that 
version rather than close our minds. 

We have to ask ourselves, that if there was no 
confrontation and no clash between two sides, why 
then did GLEANER wait until Saturday, October 
22,to publish the official account -of what hap- 
penned on the 19th. 

It is quite obvious that their plan was to en- 
sure that their version, sunk into the people, be- 
came totally accepted by the people. The fact that 
that story was put out by the reactionaries and be- 
lieved firstly by their followers is not strange to us. 
Because, whenever any killing takes place, whether 
in the community or in the lock-ups or wherever it 
is, the reactionaries will always put out a version of 
the killing to suit their interests. 


THEIR OPINION 
So it is no strange thing or surprise that the 
reactionaries would have put out a version of this 
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which would justify their opinion which they are 
trying to inject the people everyday with, that re- 
volutionaries are murders . 


NOT DONE ENOUGH 

What is a little surprising is that so many 
otherwise conscious and progressive people could 
immediately jump on to the story of the reaction- 
aries and believe it as if it is gospel truth. 

It means that we have not done enough work 
of political education, we have not done enough 
work of building the consciousness — even of those 
closest to us — so that immediately their first res- 
ponse to anything coming from the source of reac- 
tion is to doubt it. So I have to say, we really not 
as progressive as we thought . We should have been 
developed to the point to question the thing, to get 
the other side of the story before coming to con- 
clusions. 


WHAT IS GOING ON 

I look at the Peoples National Party, the 
leadership of that Party: believe me, when history 
is written, their role in this moment is not going to 
be a pretty one. Up until now, October 30, 1983 
the leadership of the Peoples National Party cannot 
come to any concensus or agreement as to how 
Roy McGann was killed three years ago a little 
more than 10 miles up the road, but within one 
day of Maurice Bishop being killed, all of them are 
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agreeing with Seaga that it was an execution and 
assassination; that it’s a clique. 

I say there must be some other reason why 
they run to agree with Seaga. It can’t be on the 
basis of an investigation of the facts, because the 
facts are still not fully known and therefore could 
not justify a conclusion as to what could have hap- 
pened. And comrades, I really have to ask those of 
you who were in that party and who still are sym- 
pathetic, to ask yourself, what is really going on in- 
side of the PNP that they could find themselves in 
such total agreement with Seaga save and except 
for one point, namely the support for the Ameri- 
can military intervention. 


SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES 

The second thing I want to deal with com- 
rades is the problems inside the New Jewel Move- 
ment. Because these problems have a lot of lessons 
for us. It is even more important for us to under- 
stand the problems and learn the lessons because 
what the reactionaries are telling us is that what 
you had was a hardline and a softline. Now let me 
give you the facts. The Revolution, in September 


of this year Was in serious difficulty and serious 
problems. 


I am going to give you an example of the se- 
riousness of the problems that they were facing. 
One of the most important, if not the most impor- 
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tant organisation of the Revolution, to keep it 
going and to carry it forward was the National 
Women’s Organisation (NWO). The NWO had a 
membership of about 8,000, about one in every 
four adult Grenadian women were members of 
the NWO. It was a very, very, important organi- 
sation because that is what helped to make the wo- 
men conscious, to allow them to play an active role 
in the Revolution in all respects. By the end of Au- 
gust of this year, the NWO, like the other mass or- 
ganisations of the Revolution - like the National 
Youth Organisation (NYO) for example, the Pio- 
neers for the children, the Trade Unions - was al- 
most totally in collapse. The membership had gone 
down and it was not doing anything. 


The leadership of the New Jewel Movement 
(NJM) together with Comrade Maurice Bishop - 

everybody, not one faction or one clique - 
met in a series of meetings from the middle of Sep- 
tember to try and analyse what is the problem. 
Why the NWO was breaking down in that way; 
why the Trade Unions were breaking down; why 
the other organisations which are of such great im- 
portance to the Revolution were breaking down. 
The comrades met in a series of meetings between 
September 17 and September 25. They came to 
certain conclusions which were totally agreed to by 
Maurice, by Bernard Coard, by Selwyn Strachan, 
by the overwhelming majority of them because 
the situation was very serious. 
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The first point was that if changes were not 
made, the NJM would totally breakdown _ be- 
tween three to six months. They looked at the 
Women’s Section of the Party which had done such 
great work in building up the National Women’s 
Organisation in the first four years of the Revolu-- 
tion and they did an assessment of the conditions 
of the Women’s Section of the Party. What they 
did was give out a questionnaire to find out what 
was the problem. 


This questionnaire was filled out by 25 women 
who were party members and it was analysed by the 
Women’s Section of the Party. What it found was 
that of the 25, 17 were experiencing major health 
problems as a result of the extraordinary workload 
which the Party was piling down on them - along 
with the men as well; but the women in particular 
had this hell of a burden. 


OVERWORK 

The questionnaire revealed that the women 
were experiencing the following major types of 
health problems: Dizziness, stomach pains, asthma, 
allergy, sinus, arthritis, frequent colds, high blood 
pressure, anaemia, migraine headaches, etc. This 
was in the section of the Party that was responsible 
for building up the key organisation the NWO. 
When they further analysed the political work that 
the women were being asked to do, what they dis- 
covered was that the overwhelming majority of 
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the yanien in the Women’s Section of the NJM 
had no night in the week at all when they were not 
required to do political work. 


PRESTIGE FAILING 

They found that the womeu on weekends 
were being asked to attend study. This is reason- 
able, because every revolutionary party has to have 
~ ideological study to increase the consciousness. 
But, in addition to that, they were being asked to 
do house to house community work. In addition to 
that, they were being asked to do militia duty. In 
addition to that, each day during the week there 
saw some political work or task to carry out. These 
women in addition, had to do housework; having © 
to wash, to cook, to clean house, to look after - , 
children. The result was that almost every single ~ 
one of them was breaking down and could not a 
carry out the work which they were being asked to q 
do. 


The people who were not members of the 
Party in the communities were looking on and see- 
ing what the women members of the Party were 
being required to do and what was happening to — 
them. They said, ‘This Party is not for me’, because 
it look like if you become a member of the New 
Jewel Movement, despite how much consciousness ~ 
you have, you can’t have no children because you 
don’t have the time to look after them; you can’t 
lead a normal life because you going to break down 
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with health problems and other difficulties. The 
Party’s prestige was therefore falling amongst the 
people, particularly the working class women in 
the communities. 

And I am only going into this example and 
giving you the details to show you that there was a 
serious crisis and that everybody in the Party 
agreed that this crisis was serious and that what 
was urgently needed was a series of measures, to 
overcome the breakdown in the Party because if 
the Party breaks down the Revolution will break 
down. 

Comrades, what the meetings of the Central 
Committee agreed, is that the New Jewel Move- 
ment needed to urgently pull up its socks and 
apply the principles of the revolutionary party in 
a more scientific way. This thing has serious lessons 
for us because at our Second Congress in December 
of 1981 we detected certain weaknesses in our 
Party which were very similar: that we were over- 
loading the comrades in the Party with too much 
work, breaking them down. Those in the communi- 
ties, the workers in particular; one of the reasons 
that they weren’t coming to the Party was that it 
would seem that if they come into this Party, the 
kind and amount of work they would get. they just 
wouldn’t be able to manage it. 


NO POWER STRUGGLE 
So that on September 25 the Central Com- 
mittee of the NJM plus those who were full mem- 
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bers of the Party had a meeting which went until 
midnight on that Sunday night. They said, “look 
we have to pull up our socks and apply our princi- 
ples to the letter” They decided that the} had to 
improve and I want to outline these three areas to 
you very briefly so that you can know what was 
going on and get rid of this foolishness out of your 
head about power struggle. 


TASKS 

First, the Comrades said,““We have to change 
up our approach to giving out tasks and to plan- 
ning the political work of the individual members. 
No longer can we continue just saying ‘Comrade, 
this thing needs to be done, therefore you must do 
it ? We have to begin to understand that there are 
24 hours in one day; a certain number of that you 
have to sleep; a certain number of that you have to 
spend eating — there is a limit to the time left to 
carry out political work; that women have special 
problems; older people have special problems and 
therefore these things have to be taken into ac- 
count in the work that is being allocated® That was 
the first thing that they said needed to be totally 
changed. 

You don’t hear anything about that in the 


GLEANER or those other places. All they are con- ~ 


cerned to tell you is that it is power struggle. What 
I am telling you — and I have seen minutes of the 
meeting — is that this was one of the major pro- | 
blems for which this solution was put forward. 
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CRITICISM 

The second problem related to the difficulty 
of criticism and self-criticism. This is one of the 
principles of a revolutionary party. In a party like 
the Jamaica Labour Party, or in a party like the 
Peoples National Party, such a principle is un- 
known. In those parties criticism only goes from 
one direction: and that is from the top down to 
the bottom. Revolutionary parties require that 
everybody has the right to criticise anybody else 
and to get them to take the steps necessary to 
make up for whatever mistakes they are making. 


What the New Jewel Movement agreed to on 
September 25 is that this principle of criticism and 
self-criticism had broken down in the Party. And, 
because it had broken down Comrade Maurice was 
not getting enough. fraternal criticism for weak- 
nesses which he himself admitted — and it is on-re- 
cord in the minutes — that he had and which need- 
ed to be corrected. One of the weaknesses which 
he admitted, and which everybody agreed to, and 
which everybody took part of the blame for was 
that his leadership was too soft; his leadership was 
not sufficiently firm and decisive; his leadership 
was too hesitating. 


Now this is not what Bernard Coard or Trevor 
Munroe or the hardline is saying. This is Maurice 
himself. So he himself said,“I think you all need to 
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and get tne weapons to defend the country. 


The same day, Maurice’s personnal security — 
the people assigned to guard him and to en- 
sure that no harm comes to him=gave a sworn 
statement that while peaceful discussions are tak- 
ing place to try and solve the problem amicably, 
Maurice had given one of them a list of names of 
key people to contact and tell that his assassination 
- is being planned by Coard and his wife, Phyllis. 


Therefore, when the Party got the sworn state- 
ment, at the same time that this attempt was made 
to take the militia station and to get the arms, they 
immediately had to call a meeting of everybody in 
the Party to decide, ‘what are we going to do. 
That meeting took place either on October 12 or 
13th. 

EVIDENCE PRESENTED 

At that meeting the evidence was presented in- 
cluding the sworn statement of the personal secu- 
rity. At that meeting Maurice had a chance to 
speak and be heard and he spoke for 45 minutes. 
At the end of the meeting, not the Central Com- 
mittee clique or Bernard Coard, but the entire 
Party membership that had assembled was suffi- 
ciently convinced of the evidence that they said, 
“if our leader does this thing, which could imme- 
diately lead to civil war, then he has no right to be 


on the Central Committee of the Party aud he has” 
forfeited his membership of the Party?’ Because 


what it means if he does that thing, is to turn 
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against the Revolution. 

That was the decision of the general meeting, 
the Central Committee said no,“We are not going 
to implement the expulsion. Let us check out the 
evidence further, and the problems we were faced 
with, could we have the leader on the road, able to 
create more attempts to seize militia stations and 
create more possibility of a civil war?” 

The decision was that this could not be allow- 
ed; that while the case was being investigated he 
would have to be put under house arrest. 

Many of you here will remember 1977 in 
Jamaica, when the rumour hit the streets that DK 
was not trying to kill Michael, but to overthrow 
him; that DK’s life literally was in danger. At that 
time he took the decision to resign as General 
Secretary rather than continue in a situation where 
rumour was out there and being believed. 

I can therefore well understand that in a coun- 
try which is in the midst of a revolution where 
weapons are out there in order to defend the revo- 
lution, the rumour goes out from influential people 
that the deputy is trying to kill the leader; there 
is no doubt at all that what you would have had is 
a civil conflict with arms on either side and blood- 
shed flowing in the streets more than in fact hap- 
pened. 

So that this business of house arrest, I ask you 
to consider what else could they have done in the 
circumstances where they had sworn statements 
concerning what the leader had been doing and in 
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the circumstances where the result of that was al- 
ready seen to be one attempt — even before the ru- 
mour hit the road — to take arms on Maurice’s be- 
half from a militia station. Therefore the house 
arrest went from the 13th until the 19th. 

While Maurice was under arrest for the reasons 
that I have outlined, two things happened. One, 
the Foreign Minister, Unison Whiteman, was in 
touch with Barbados saying that he had resigned 
and why he had resigned. The second thing that 
has come out is that the American imperialists and 
the Barbados government of Adams were at that © 
point considering how to go into Grenada to rescue 
Maurice. I go into those details so you as members 
and supporters of our Party and sympathisers, can 
understand that there were serious difficulties © 
which the Party as a whole assessed to be so grave 
that the Party would collapse unless certain mea- 
sures were taken. Measures with which Maurice 
agreed. Only one of those measures involved joint 
leadership. The rest of them — which nobody in) 
the press has mentioned —dealt with other things 
and I have mentioned to you one or two of these 
things. 

INVASION 
The third thing that I want to deal with is the 
American invasion. In March of 1982 when we had 
a session on Grenada, we pointed out that an Ame- 
rican military invasion of Grenada had been plan- 
ned long ago. Maurice himself pointed this out in 
November 1981, after the US war maneouvre in Jul 
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called ‘Amber and the Amberines’. That blueprint 
which was practised, rehearsed in 1981 is exactly 
what has happened in 1983. 

So this foolishness about the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and President Reagan working through the 
night of Monday to develop a plan to implement 
on Tuesday—they must really believe that we are a 
set of idiots to swallow a story like that. For over 
two years, the American imperialists have been 
preparing for a military intervention since every- 
thing else they tried had failed. 

They tried the economic sabotage which they 
had tried on Manley here. It worked here, but it 
didn’t work in Grenada because the first factory 
that they had closed down, the government went 
into the factory, kept it open and put the worker. 

in it on behalf of the people. 

: They tried the newspaper propaganda sabotage 

like what was done here and as soon as that ae 
tried, terrorisin; put the bomb under the platform 
that. killed so many youths and almost destroyed 
the entire leadership—that failed as well. 


The only thing left for the Americans to do 
was military intervention. The New Jewel Move- 
ment and the Revolutionary Government knew 
this and therefore had to prepare sufficiently in 
terms of weapons and arms so that the people 
would be able to defend the Revolution. 


I don't want any of us to be confused on when 
this thing started. The American Ambasador to 
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France let it out that the operation was planned 
two weeks before it actually took place. Of course 
that has been denied but in fact the invasion had 
been planned long ago. 


DISGUISE 

Seaga and Adams, what they did, and the 
woman Charles, was to provide a thin disguise to 
cover up what was an American military in’-.ven- 
tion against a sister people trying to make a revolu- 
tion but experiencing difficulties. That is why the 
entire world has condemned this thing because 
everybody who has any knowledge of the facts can 
see Seaga is using 
look at it. All decisions of the Organisation of Eas- 
tern Caribbean States must be by unanimous agree- 
ment, not majority vote. Grenada is a member of 
the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States. 
Grenada was not even invited to the meeting much 
less to participate in it, much less to agree to a 
decision to have a military intervention against it- 
self. So that in black and white it is absolutely 
clear that they have acted in breach of the very 
Treaty that they say justifies what they have done. 
And if you look at the CARICOM Treaty too, you 
will see the same rule. There is no provision to sus- 
pend anybody or to expel anybody and decisions 
have to be taken unanimously. 

They are trying to cover it up by talking about 
the Governor General having invited them. This 
again Comrades, we can see through because there 
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an excuse, when you actually 


is no way that Sir Paul Scoon, the Governor Gene- 
ral could have told Adams, the Prime Minister of 
Barbados, “We want a Caribbean and an external 
American force to intervene in Grenada, without 
Adams telling that to the British government to 
help persuade Thatcher that she should join in the 
invasion. 

It is just completely inconceivable that he 
could have told Adams that, and Adams contacted 
the British government without telling them that 
this request for intervention was coming from their 
own representative inside Grenada. So I think we 
have to see through that as an attempt, after the 
event, when they see the amount of hostility in the 
world to it, to try and cover up what really hap- 
pened. 

At this time as I am talking to you, there are 
between 5 and 6,000 American troops inside of 
Grenada and another 15,000 on ships around the 
coast. We need to remind ourselves of the size of 
this country and the size of the population in 
order to understand what 5 to 6,000 American 
troops inside the country really means. Grenada is 
smaller than the smallest parish in Jamaica. The 
smallest parish in Jamaica is St. Andrew with 166 
square miles. Grenada in here, inside the parish of 
St. Andrew and still have space. And of the 14 
parishes in Jamaica, only six of them have less 
people than in Grenada. Eight of the parishes in 
Jamaica have more people than in the entire coun- 
try of Grenada. 
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Now I going into all of this so that you can un- 
derstand what 5 to 6,000 troops inside of that 
country means. Put another way, the Americans 
have landed on the soil of Grenada the amount of 
soldiers which would equal about 5 percent of the 
population of Grenada. ; 

If we were to have n invasion like that, with 5 
percent of the amount of the Jamaican population; 
the number of soldicrs coming here would be 
100,000 striking US Marines.Just think about it, 
the equivalent of 100,000 inside, and 300,000 
around the Jamaican coast is what is happening in 
Grenada now. Just consider that. 


THE PEOPLES RESISTANCE 


I go into this Comrades so that you can appre- 
ciate the extent of the resistance by the Grenadian 
people. At 9 o'clock on Tuesday morning a 
statement on JBC from Jamaica House said that 


the invasion which started at 5.30 a.m. was com-— 


pletely successful; all objectives had been met and 
the total cost was one person wounded. After that, 
somehow, these Grenadian people, who had been 
totally defeated according to Seaga at 9 o’clock on 
Tuesday morning, resisted to the extent where the 
first group of soldiers that came in,1900, was not 
enough. They had to bring in an additional set the 
82nd airborne paratroop division — and you should 
know a little about this. This 82nd airborne para- 
troop division is the best thing that the American 
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army has; there is nothing that they have better 
than that. And then when that was not enough, on 
Thursday they had to send in another 1,000 troops. 
And when that was not enough, on Friday they 
had to build it up to 6,000. 

How would it look if you put out to the world 
that the Grenadian black man on a little piece of 
rock was tying down so many American troops. 
No, you have to say it was Cubans. Black people 
are not supposed to be able to fight for their rights 
to that extent. But anybody that have sense know 
that this Cuban thing is foolishness. I think that we 
really need to be clear on this because it tells us 
something about imperialism. And if it is one thing 
we must constantly be learning is our lesson in re- 
lation to imperialism. : 


WICKED BEAST 


What is the first thing it tells us? It tells us 
that we are dealing with a most wicked beast. So 
wicked, that they are killing out the people down 
there and connot bring themselves to bring into 
Grenada, not the WPJ reporter you know, because 
we could understand that, (they don’t want anybo- 
dy from STRUGGLE to go inside there) but they 
have not been able to allow themselves to bring in 
until the last day or two, reporters from their own 
imperialist newspapers, like the WASHINGTON 
POST or the NEW YORK TIMES. Why? Because the 
amount of killing would shake even such reporters 
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from Havana’ or that we ‘take orders from Moscow- 
we take orders from nobody. We only take ordel 
from the principles of Marxism-Leninism and frot 
the Congress of our Party. And on the basis of thos 
principles of Marxism-Leninism, we feel that ot 
comrades in the Cuban leadership made an erre 
which has meant that the Grenadian comrades hay 
not been able to hold out longer than they have dom 
so far. 

Comrades, I want to come to the question ¢ 


our Party’s role and my role personally. You will he 
it said that we are the ones behind the scenes, that 


went down there and interfered and that whatevé 


they get down there, we should get the same thing 0 
here. 

At the same time of the Grenadian Revoli 
tion, before the Revolution and since the Reyvolutio 
the Workers Party and myself personally have been 


such close relations that we have constantly respon 
ed to the request of the Grenadian comrades for 


ternal assistance and advice whenever they wanted 
So anybody that is accusing us of intervening, or 

terfering would have to accuse us of interfering a 
intervening from before the Revolution, and o 

doing so as a result of requests for assistance a 
advice, which we have freely given. 


In fact, one of the things that Comre 
Maurice always said in public, whenever any of a 


comrades were leaving Grenada to return to, Jama 


9S 


fter doing service down there, he always said that 
he Grenadian people made the Grenadian Revolution 
bd by the New Jewel Movement, but there are two 
irties in the world which if it wasn’t for them. the 
evolution could not have lasted more dan Ger 
ys. That is the Workers Party of Jamaica and the 
ommunist Party of Cuba. Because of the help and 
ie assistance that we have always given. 


TWO TASKS 


On September 23, two calls came to me from 
tenada.One from Comrade Bernard sayingTake the 
xt flight, we have serious problems that we want to 


‘ome on the next flight” then I could get in on Sun- 


i when I did not have a chance to speak with him 
VE 


I stayed there for the Monday and the Tues- 
y and in those two days I had two tasks in response 
the request for help: One of them was to find out 
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the full extent of the crisis in the Party and this I 
The second thing that I did was to give my advice 
how the crisis was to be solved. 


pare for the propaganda. Happily, we are the ones 
who pointed out and announced to the people that 
we were down there. 


My advice in fact coincided with what th 
had already decided, in terms of the nine points. T 
one thing that I proposed which they had not fu 
considered is a way in which the work between B 
nard and Maurice could be shared to help Maur 
overcome whatever weaknesses he had and help B 
nard overcome his weaknesses. So that the two 
then would begin to deyelop more together. Wh 
said to them was that at the beginning of each w 
both should sit down and plan the work schedule 
the week. That is something that I could propose 
cause we do it in the UAWU every Friday eveni 
Then at the end of the week, we sit down and 
which meetings took place, which didn’t take pl 
why they didn’t take place. and then try on that b 
to overcome the weaknesses that were identified 
Comrade Maurice which he agreed with — that 
wasn’t sufficiently organised in terms of keep 
appointments, and fulfilling the work and the t 
that were set. On the other hand, I proposed that 
nard’s weakness was insufficient contact with 
ordinary people. In that way, Maurice would o 
come the weakness of being insufficiently organ 
and Bernard overcome the weakness of being ins 
ciently in touch with the people. 


The final thing I want to deal with is what is 
going to happen now. In a way this is the most 
important, because we need to prepare ourselves for 
what is going to happen in Grenada and even more, 
for what is going to happen in Jamaica. The first 
thing comrades , is the lies and the propaganda. If I 
was in the position of the imperialists, instead of 
showing the hundreds of dead I would show you 
celebrations, festivity, carnival and jumping up. 


Of course there will be a section of the people 
that are very happy. In every country that a revolu- 
tion is being made and the revolutionary process is 
going forward, you are going to find a section of the 
people who don’t support it. And even if nobody is 
celebrating, you will be able to find some people who 
will go on as if they are celebrating in order to get a 
money or in order to get certain benefits. 


The second thing to expect is photographs of 
more so-called Cuban bases. Of course, there is a lot 
of arms but then if there was not a lot of arms, how 
)would the Revolution have been able to defend itself 
against imperialism. And if there was not to be any 
invasion, then what has taken place? So there is a lot 
of arms to defend the Revolution. 


So comrades, on the question of our role, 
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What they will not be able to produce is the 
x : 102 


those you had in El Salvador— which was a total 
cook-up business; or elections like what you had in 
Guyana, when the army actually took the ballot box 
and stuff it with the ballots that are favourable to the 
administration. So that too we have to look out for, 
and we have to tell people so that they will 
understand when the results come out of such an 
election, that is a bogus business from long time. 


kinds of weapon and military hardware which are no 
associated with defending a revolution, but rathe 
with carrying it to a next country. Where was th 
helicopter gun-ship in Grenada waiting to go to § 
Lucia or to Barbados? Where were the coastguat 
ships to transport people to inte.‘ere in Barbadé 
affairs? Grenada to my certain knowledge had a tof 
of two coast guard vessels. That is less than Jamai 
and each one of them is smaller than what we hav 


That could not invade anybody. IN JAMAICA 


In terms of Jamaica, we have to expect 
certain things. In the first place reactionary positions 
among the people are going to get stronger and we 
have seen that already. Why? Because the propagan- 
da has gone out and it is supported by both the 
leaders of the JLP and the PNP together that what 
took place in Grenada on October 19 was an example 
of butchers. By implication these butchers were 
communists and revolutionaries. And therefore the 
position that we should get rid of those people. That 
is going to get strong. I think that you will see it and 
feel it. 


You can also expect a puppet government. 
course there are all kinds of counter-revolutionar 
flying in from the United States to be part of tf 
government and soon after this, whether six mont 
to one year, you are going to have face-card election 
Free and fair elections — the same kind of free af 
fair elections, free from fear, which the said Jamaie¢ 
soldiers that are down there now looked after 
October 1980 in Jamaica. We remember how f& 
they were in relationship to the ballot boxes. 


BOGUS BUSINESS 

At the same time, the Jamaica Labour Party 
leadership, who up until two weeks ago, would not 
have been able to hold a meeting and get anybody to 
come there in any large numbers will now be able to 
hold meetings and to get people to come and to cele- 
brate them as a result of the lies and propaganda; as 
heroes who saved Jamaica from what happened in 
Grenada. 


So we know that when you have occupati 
there is no question of any fair and free electiol 
When you have almost all the remaining members 
the NJM locked up without charge, without tt 
when you try them in the press and convict them 
the press then there can hardly be any fair trial or f2 
election. The only thing you have is elections lil 


Wh 104 


Jamaican dollar. It is devalued already but it is goin 


i's not the end of the world because imperialism, 
to be devalued more. 


WwWith Seaga’s help, is going to deliver such a lick on 
It is going to bring a cutback in the budge Jamaica that people are going to be drawn back to 


in circul@jheir senses to look at what is going on around them 
ich i ing to mean even less money in circul Qn 
which is going ind not continue to buy the imperialist argument 


ion: ued money, less of it is going 1 

nia ae It ee, to mean mombout what is happening in Grenada. 
layoffs, as there is less people to buy the things and 
is going to mean even more businesses closing do | 
as the foreign exchange is short. We have already se 
what happened with the sugar factories. 


That leads me to the conclusion which none 
f us as revolutionaries should forget. It is this: what- 
yer the revolutionary process, it is bound to experi- 
bnce serious defeats, it is bound to experience set- 
lacks, but it is also bound to rise up again. One thing 
listory proves — history in our country and history in 
bvery country — is those two points. No revolution 
i ‘on in Grenada. So that while we are lookigp!n succeed without experiencing serious blows. But 
a ei ik is hoping that we will not s@pecondly, no serious blow can kill the revolution. It 
meee ea a Rae which is going to Bpn knock it out partially; it can knock it out for the 
ao intense than any IMF invasion we have had@pount, but it cannot kill it. 
the past. But what he forgets is even though yi 
don’t see it, you feel it. That is the difference of # 
kind of invasion we are going to experience and t 
one he is showing us at the present time. Very so 
people’s minds are going to be focussing on wheth 
we can put a piece of meat on the table; give the 
youth a bus fare or lunch money; whether they 
be able to put on a patch on the patch pam 
whether they will be able to preserve themself fre 
madness with the nervous strain that is going to go” 
in this country when people cannot live. 


IMF INVASION 


Therefore Seaga has to make the most of 


Think of the serious blows that our progres- 
lve movement has experienced but still we keep com- 
ng forward again and you will understand what I 
iean. The serious blow we got in 1980, when there 
ere comrades who said, “we gone fi 20 years now”. 
ut within three years the people, experiencing the 
ubjection to deliverance are turning against it. 


We got a serious blow in 1952 when the left 
as eliminated from the PNP; we got a serious blow 
1 1938 when the British brought marines into Jamai- 
a, we got a serious blow in 1865 when 500 of us 
ere hung by the ne “ until death. But each time we 
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We are going to go through a rough time, B 
107 


get a serious blow, we knock down for the time, but 
the people begin, slowly but surely, to gather fore 
again for a new carrying forward of the revolutionary. 
process. Same way in Jamaica, so it is in every coun: 
try. 


he comrades in this little island that you could drop 
ito St Andrew, have stood up. Let us also be 
ibsolutely confident that the period of rough weather 
(hat we are going to pass through, and which every 
revolutionary process has to pass through, must be 
followed by the ultimate victory. For that victory we 
ust need to work hard; study harder; organise harder 
ind prepare for the day when we will be triumphant. 


Cuba— serious lick in 1953 when Fidel was 
locked up. Fidel had to run and leave Cuba, he 
couldn’t stay there. Scores of the comrades died i 
the attack on the Moncada Barracks on July 26. Bu 
by 1959, those who were in prison in 1953 were i 
power. Chile — serious lick in 1973. Hundreds killed 
and slaughtered, including President Allende himself, 
By 1983 it is Pinochet who have to be worrying about 
what going to happen to him. So it is in every 
country, the revolutionary process is the same thing, 
China - 1927, the Chinese revolutionary process got 
serious blow, thousands of people slaughtered, but b 
1949 the Chinese Revolution was triumphant. Russi 
in 1905 — 6,000 Russian revolutionaries executed. B 
1917 the revolution in power. France — 1870. Th 
first revolutionary seizure of power by the workin: 
class in the history of the world; within three week 
destroyed, 17,000 killed by the reactionaries and to 
day, there are revolutionaries in the Cabinet 1 
France. 


October 30, 1983 


ULTIMATE VICTORY 
So let us be sad, let us be a little discourages 
— we can allow that. But let us also be proud of ho 
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So that the argument that Jamaican people and 
Caribbean people will never support a revolution 

got a serious blow in 1979 when the Grenadian 
people gave their support to that Revolution. 
Therefore, the argument that you now hear and 
which I have heard,is not so much that the people 
will neyer support a revolution. The argument that 
you now hear,is that even if you have a revolution 
it is bound to fail because the American soldiers 
will come in and get rid of it. That argument Iam 
quite sure you will hear among your own workers. 

“That it don’t make sense to start a revolution or if 
you make a revolution it can’t last because it going 
to get lick down by the American Marines.” 


SERIOUS BLOWS 


Comrades, the first lesson that they want us 
to learn is that it don’t make sense to suppor 
revolutionary change because revolution is no 
possible. That is a lesson which every ruling clas 
from the dawn of history always tries to teach be 
cause whien they teach that, it mcans that the 
poorer class of people will be less willing to over 
turn the system than they would have been otheg 
wise. 

Think of the ruling class in Jamaica, they have 
always said that the Jamaican people, Caribbea 
people, are not the kind of people to support @ 
revolution. But when the Grenadian Revolutio 
came in 1979 they couldn’t say that as mud 
again. Here was a Caribbean people with the sa 
history of church going, same amount of voting 
for parties in election as we in Jamaica. Here was¢ 
Caribbean people who despite all of that dic 
support a revolution in March 1979. They did so 
even though they knew that other revolutions a x 
struggles in the Caribbean had been defeated by} 
foreign invasion. In particular the revolutionary 
struggle in the Dominican Republic which wa 
being fought in 1965. That was torn down Dj 
American invasion when the Americans. sen 
30,000 marines to land in the Dominican Republi 

and to tear the Revolution out of the hands of th 
people. But even knowing that, the Grenadian pea 
ple still supported the Revolution in March 1979 
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NEVER FORGET 


Therefore, I want us to look into this argu- 
ment so that we ourselves can understand why it 
dort hold water. When we ourselves understand 
why it don’t hold any water, we can patiently ex- 
plain to those who are taking it in without thinking 
sufficiently. The first point I want to make in rela- 
tion to that argument that ‘‘Revolution is not pos- 
sible because American soldiers are going to come in 
and get rid of it” is this: that the American imperia- 
list have wanted to come in,get rid of the Grenadi- 
an Revolution for four and a half years. The first 
Grenadian Revolution survived from March 13° 
1979 until 30th October 1983, despite the fact that 
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the American administration (first of President Jim- 
my Carter and then of Ronald Reagan) didn’t like it 
and despite the fact that they wanted to send in 
marines. That is something we must never forget, 
that for four and a half years the Revolution survi- 
ved , despite American military opposition and des- 
pite American determination to intervene militarily. 
We must never forget because right now they ar 
trying to rub out of our minds the achievements o1 
the revolution and we need to write it with indelli- 
ble ink so that it cannot be rubbed out. FOR 
THOSE FOUR AND A HALF YEARS WHE 
THEY WANTED TO SEND IN SOLDIERS TO GET 
RID OF THE REVOLUTION, THE GRENADIA 
PEOPLE, UNDER THE PEOPLES REVOLU 
TIONARY GOVERNMENT, DID WHAT NO 

OTHER PEOPLE IN THE ENGLISH-SPEAKIN 
CARIBBEAN HAD EVER DONE,.NOR CAN D 
WITHOUT A PEOPLE’S REVOLUTION. THE 
REDUCED UNEMPLOYMENT FROM 507 T 
14%. NO OTHER GOVERNMENT IN THE ENG 
LISH-SPEAKING CARIBBEAN CAN DO THAT 


THAT NO OTHER CARIBBEAN COUNTRY HAS 
DONE OR CAN DO. NEVER FORGET THE WA 
IN WHICH THEY USED TO DO THEIR BUDGE 
INSTEAD OF BEING CONFINED AND KEPT 
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SECRET WITH FIFTEEN OR FIFTY PEOPLE IN 
THE PARLIAMENT, IT INVOLVED HUNDREDS. 
THOUSANDS OF ORDINARY PEOPLE IN ACT- 
UALLY DRAWING UP THE BUDGET, IN DE- 
TERMINING WHAT THE GOVENMENT MONEY 
WOULD BE SPENT ON AND WHAT IT WOULD 
NOT BE SPENT ON. AGAIN, AN ACHIEVEMENT 
FOR FOUR AND A HALF YEARS WHICH NO 
AMOUNT OF MILITARY FORCE, NO AMOUNT 
OF THREAT OF AMERICAN INTERVENTION 
COULD PREVENT. 


NOT THE FIRST 


The second consideration that you should 
remember is this, the military invasion that took 
place on October 25 and is still going on, is not the 
first military invasion; is not the first use of arms or 
military invasion against the Caribbean people. We 
have been through this before. I want to remind 
you. In 1795 in the rebellion of the Grenadian peo- 
ple led by their hero, Fedon, the British landed 
thousands of soldiers - a huge fleet - almost 200 
years ago in Grenada. So it is not the first time that 
they are experiencing the wicked and vicious bruta- 
lity of foreign military invasion. Later on in 1950, a- 
gain when the people were in revolt in Grenada, the 
British Navy again used force to try and keep the 
people down. In 1974, again, under Gairy this time, 
the Grenadian people once more rose up, and again 
the threat of force was used on that occasion in 
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1974 the Canadians and the British had three 
warships in St. George’s Harbour to intimidate the 
people from carrying forward revolutionary strugg) 


JAMAICA’S INVASION 


So it is with them, so it is with us. In our coun 
‘try, we too have had our invasions in the past. Milt 
tary invasions which the ruling class don’t like te 
remind us about but which we in our lessons hayé 
to remember. We had our invasion in 1831, wheg 
they couldn’t manage Sam Sharpe, and they brought 
thousands of troops, sent them to Montego Bay - 
St. James, to Trelawny, to Westmoreland, to Sé 
Elizabeth in order to crush the peoples’ struggle. 


We had our military invasion in 1865 in Jamaicg 
when again the local forces couldn’t keep ther 
down, and at that time the ruling class sent for sol 
diers from Canada, from England; and at the ti 
Cuba was still under the slave system, and therefor 
they sent to| the slave-owner’s government in Cub 
in 1865 to bring soldiers here to crush Paul Bogh 

and his rebellion. 


In 1938 again, once more the Jamaican peoph 
had to face foreign forces coming in against our ped 
ples’ struggles — at that time for trade union rights 
for the right to vote, for the right to form politica 
parties. So I don’t want any of us to believe that: 
is the first time. Not the first time for the Grena- 
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dians, not the first time for the Caribbean people. 


BRITISH GUYANA — 1953 


In 1953 when Comrade Cheddi Jagan in Bri- 
tish Guiana (Guyana) won the elections with 75 per- 
cent of the vote — talk about the reason why they 
invade is because the people don’t have any elec- 
tions — hypocrites! Jagan won the elctions in 1953: 
not one man died, not a bottle broken, not a shot 
fired and within 133 days the British landed ma- 
rines to get rid of his government. 


MUST RISE AGAIN 


If you look at the history of the military inva- 
sions, there is an important lesson for us to learn. 
That lesson is this: that no matter how often impe- 
rialists send in marines and soldiers; no matter how 
much they crush the struggle at the time, it always 
rise again. No amount of military force in the his- 
tory of the Caribbean people, in the history of the 
Grenadian people, has been able to turn the people 
away from revolution. Because revolution is a thing 
which comes every now and then, like hurricane 
against the ruling class minority. Nobody can stop 
it and nobody can bring it before the people are 
ready for it. It comes now and then like hurricane 
when the peoples’ backs are against the wall; when 
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the people have tried everything else to get rid o 
the problems they are facing; when they have tried 
everything else to overcome the suffering. Then, if 
everything else fails the people turn to revolution 
and that is as certain as night follows day. 


Nineteen seventy “sur they had the three 
ships in the Grenadian Harbour, 1979 the people 
revolted same way. Nineteen eighty three they have 
thousands of marines there; 19 how much I can’ 
_ teil you, but the people will rise again once thei 
backs are against the wall, against the system whic 
cannot help but push their backs against the wall, 2 
we as workers and poor people are experiencing if 
Jamaica right at this very moment. So that is the 
second thing that I want us to understand. And fe 
be able to explain it to those workers who feel that 
“Bwoy, revolution not possible’, we have to shoy 
that it always is a necessity and the people them 
selves recognise that necessity from their experience 
Not even from our teaching you know comrades 
because they never had any WPJ in 1938 in Jamaie 
when the people rose up. You never had any Ney 
Jewel Movement in Grenada in 1950, but the pee 
ple rose up, and they rose up despite the fact tha 
just 13 years before there was a big military invasio 
occupying the whole western part of the country 
So the teaching can’t lead to revolution, it come 
as a result of the experiences of the people. So 
don’t want anybody inside here to be demoralise 
or feel that things are lost forever. 
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TO SURVIVE 


The third point I want to make on this ques- 
tion of ‘Revolution not being possible because 
of what happened in Grenada’, is this. After a re- 
volution takes place, the revolution ( especially if we 
are talking about a peoples’ revolution) is able to 
defend itself successfully when three conditions are 
met. When you don’t have those three conditions 
then you are in serious worries and the revolution 
can be overturned by the ruling classs which al- 
ways continues to try and get back in. You now 
need to learn the lesson as to what the three condi- 
tions which ensures that once the revolution is vic- 
torious, no matter what, it will survive and grow to 
benefit the people. 


MASS SUPPORT 

First it needs to have and it needs to keep the 
support of the majority of the masses of the people. 
This is the first point. Notice comrades I say the ma- 
jority not everybody; not everybody by any 
means. 
In fact no matter how oppressive the system, you 
will always find amongst the lower classes — be- 
cause the system crushes them, because it makes 
some backward, because it makes some afraid — you 
will always find amongst the oppressed people, a 
substantial minority willing and ready to defend the 
oppressor and we know that In Jamaica at this very 
moment, there are brothers and sisters in the work 
centres with us who literally have their guts being 
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dug out by the price increases coming from imperia 
ism. threatened by lay-off by imperialism and reat 
tion, whose children and youth can't get any wor 
because of the system of imperialism and the reat 
tion policies. of Seaga and some of the same bret 
ren and sisters, will defend imperi "sm and reactio 
until their dying days. So we know that. But | wa 
us to understand, because if you don’t understat 
that that is a law of history — youwillget demoral 
ed by. it. It is a law of history (just like how ya 
have a law of gravity. that if you walk off this rot 
you are going to drop and break your foot): it 1s 
law of history and it is a law of society that no mé 
ter how oppressive the system, you are going 
find among the oppressed, defenders of the syste! 
Therefore. [| say that the first condition for 1 
revolution to keep itself alive is that the masses mu 
support it in the majority, not everybody, becau 
you are never going to get that. 


lone, they must themselves be able to get weapons 

to defend the peoples’ revolution that is giving < 
them mastery over their own lives, reducing umem- 
ployment and increasing their economic and social 
conditions. 


UNITY 


The third condition that every revolution 
if it going to defeat the counter revolution, is unity 
in the party that is guiding and leading the revolu- 
tion. Unity in the vanguard. That is unity among the 
best of the workers, the best of the farmers, the best 
of the women, the best of the youth who are united 
in the party, in the interest of defending the revolu- 
tion. And if you look at any revolutionary process 
in history, especially in the modern world, you will 
find that where those three conditions are met, no 
matter how much imperialism wants to threaten it 
cannot defeat the revolution. Look at Cuba . 
For at least 23 years now, the Americans have 
Wanted to go into Cuba militarily, to do in Cuba 
what they have done in Grenada. But it cannot, be- 
cause the three conditions are there. The masses in 
the majority support thr revolution; the masses have 
weapons available to them to defend every yard, 
every street corner, to defend every village and dis- 
\rict, to defend every factory, and thirdly the Party 


s united. In Nicaragua at this moment, the condi- 
tions also exist. 


WEAPONS 


The second condition for the revoluti¢ 

to keep itself alive is weapons. Weapo 

available to the masses of the people to defei 
themselves against the reactionaries who always ha’ 
weapons available to them. No revolution ¢ 
survive, if the majority of the masses support 
but they don’t have anything in their hands 
defend it. That again is another law. The peog 
must have weapons, they cannot rely on the army 
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AFTER OCTOBER 19 


Again what we are seeing in Grenada con-— 
firms the point about the three conditions that 
are necessary. American military intervention 
could not take place before the week of Oct- 
ober 19 to the 25th, because up until that time, 
the three conditions were met: the majority of 
the masses in support, weapons available to the 
people and unity in the party. After the killin 
of Maurice on October 19 unity remains in the 
vanguard. No question about that;the party was 
totally united on the need to continue the Peo- 
ple’s Revolution even in these most difficult con- 
ditions. Weapons were there, but the masses of 
the people were confused as to exactly what had 
happened because what they were hearing frox 
Barbados, what they were hearing from Trinidad 
what they were hearing from every other radio 
station other than their own Radio Station wa 
that he was executed, he was shot in a confronta- 
tion where he took up arms along with other: 
against the Revolution. Thaf made a lot of peopl 
hesitate. And in that moment of the people hesi 
tating, despite the weapons, despite the unity i 
the party and despite the unity in the army, im 
perialism got the chance that they had not bee 
able to get until that point because all the pre 
conditions for defeating counter-revolution ha 
existed until that point. 

I really want us to understand this because if w 
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don’t, we will somehow believe that no small coun- 
iry, no country close to the United States, ng 
country in the Caribbean can make a revolution 
and defend it. This is not so. ANY COUNTRY. 
ANY PEOPLE CAN MAKE A REVOLUTION 
AND DEFEND IT. SO LONG AS THE PEOPLE 
GIVE IT SUPPORT. SO LONG AS THE PEOPLE 
HAVE WEAPONS TO DEFEND THEMSELVES 
AND SO LONG AS THE PARTY THAT GUIDES 
AND LEADS IS UNITED IN A SCIENTIFIC WAY 
IN HELPING THE PEOPLE TO DEFEND WHAT 
IS IN THEIR INTERESTS. 


COUNTER-REVOLUTION 
MORE VIOLENT 


The second fesson that the ruling class is try- 
ing to teach, so that we can turn away, is that revo- 
lution, even where it is possible, is not a good thing 
ind this is the second line of argument that they 
carry and the workers drink it in without even 
thinking. Why is it not a good thing? According to 
them, they say, “look what happened in Grenada. 
Look how much violence it bring. Look how 
bloody it is.” Most of all they tell you, “once you 
start to make a revolution, the communists inside 
of the party or inside of the revolutionary process 
will get rid of you if you just blink an eyelid or if 
you show that you are soft’ - the labourite line. 
Some PNP just drink it in. 
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The first thing Comrades, that you need t 
understand, is that in Grenada, just as in the his 
tory of Jamaica, in the history of any country thay 
you name, it is the counter-revolution that is 
thousand times more violent than the revolution 
If you look at Grenada, the example that they art 
using now, on October 19, 17 people were killed 
including Maurice, three Cabinet ministers and 1. 
others. On October 24, the Monday, everybod 
now agrees, including the NEW YORK TIMES o 
November 6 which accused the American govern 
ment of lying to the American people and to t 
world about Grenada; one of the things that tha 
article points out and which everybody has agreet 
to, is that on October 24 life in Grenada was retui 
ning to normal. Businesses were opened, bank 
were opened, the Medical School at which thi 
Americans were studying, the head of the schoe 
was saying that the students were not in any dar 
ger ; American diplomats and British diploma 
were allowed to come into the country to see fa 
themselves; Pearls airport was opened, the Britis 
had four planes in Barbados to go to Grenada @ 
take out any of their citizens who wanted to leave 
all of that showing no violence and bloodshet 
no lawlessness. The weekend before, the CA R 
COM countries had sent letters requesting a fa 
finding team to go into Grenada and see whethe 
there was any anarchy and bloodshed. So that a 
October 24, the day before the invasion of Gre q 
da, there was no threat to life, there was no vil 
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lence, there was no bloodshed. But Reagan and 
Seaga and Eugenia Charles had already made their 
decision not to protect life or to protect demo- 
cracy in Grenada but rather to get rid of the Revo- 
lution that was showing the Caribbean people that 
they can make revolution and that they can make 
the society to benefit themselves. 


HYPOCRISY 


-If you really want to expose the hypocrisy of 
this thing about revolution being violent, let us just 
look at the figures. In the four and a half years of 
the Grenadian Revolution, from| March 13, 1979 
until October 30, 1983, the total number of people 
killed was 19. In four and a half days of counter- 
revolution, in four and a half days of Seaga, Rea- 
gan and Eugenia Charles invasion, the lowest esti- 
mate of the number of people killed is 200. That is 
the estimate of the BRITISH BROADCASTING 
CORPORATION (BBC) the ruling class station in 
England. 

Now comrades I want us to really consider 
this thing seriously, because what you hear out 
there is how revolution is total violence, bloodshed 
fire and brimstone and mayhem. What the Grena- 
dian Revolution showed is that this is not so. It is 
the counter-revolution that has to be this way 
because the counter-revolution is not serving the 
interests of the majority. It is serving the interests 
of the minority and therefore needs to be violent 
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I want us to go through this argument 
yery, very carefully so thaf you can be clear in 
your mind and once you become clear in your 
mind, you will know how to put it so that those 
close to you, who are willing to listen, can also 
become clear. 


Bishop. 


| want to start comrades by recognising tha 
there is no political party on earth within whic 
you are not going to get disagreement. You mus 
have differences. Within the reactionary Jamaicz 
Labour Party, 
Shearer and Seaga. Within the reformist People’ 
National Party, you again have differences - from 
the beginning of that party until right now 
Between the left and the right. That is also true 0 
revolutionary parties. You must have differences 
within a revolutionary political party - whethe 
that party is communist or whether it is not. Yo 
are bound to have differences. I will talk a littl 
bit about the Workers Party. 


When we were taking the decision in 1978 te 
change from the Workers Liberation League t 
found the Workers Party of Jamaica at the Co 
gress in December, there were comrades in ou 
party leadership who, without any malice or ba 
feeling, without any ill-will, felt that this was 
wrong decision. They felt that if was tot 
early and that we should wait a little longei 
So there was a difference of opinion within th 
leadership of the WLL, which became the WP. 
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you haye differences between 


as to whether to found the Party in 1978. 
Again in 1981, when the decision was being taken 
to contest the local government elections - again 
there were differences of opinion. Some felt it 
was too early, others felt the time was right - 
disagreement. No party has been founded, can be 
founded or will be founded in which there is not 
disagreement. If the JLP is like the WPJ or like 
the PNP or like the New Jewel Movement when it 
comes to the fact that there is disagreement - then 
what is the cifference between those kinds of 
parties and the revolutionary party? 


MAJORITY RULES 


The most important difference between when 
they have disagreements and when we have dis- 
agreement is that within the revolutionary party, 
when there is a disagreement, FIRST OF ALL 
THERE IS A FULL DISCUSSION. EVERYBODY 
HAS A CHANCE TO PUT THEIR VIEWS. THAT 
IS THE FIRST THING. SECONDLY, THE MINO- 
RITY, EVEN IF IT INCLUDES THE LEADER, 
MUST BOW TO THE MAJORITY WITHIN THE 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY. The majority rules, 
not only preach, but practice. In the other kinds 
of parties we know-those of uswhe have experience 
of them - the minority need,_no¢ bow to the 
majority. Because if the minority in the JLP 
includes Seaga, then the minority is going to 
prevail over the majority. Because once the leader 
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is in the minority - it don’t matter whether is him 
one - if means that his word must be the one to go. 


Bustamante 1960; Never forget this thing in 
the history of Jamaica. The entire conference of 
the Jamaica Labour Party was of one view, Busta- 
mante was of another view. The majority don’t 
rule. Bustamante simply dissolved the conference 
and send everybody back to them yard. ‘Because I 
the leader, have this opinion, and therefore I, the 


leader, must be the one whose word goes’. The 
conference end then and there. 
The People’s National Party 1952 The 


majority was not in favour of expelling the 
progressive forces and the revolutionary elements. 
Norman Manley then said, ‘If you, the majority, 
vote to keep them then I gone. I am going to 
leave the PNP.’ And at that point the majority was 
intimidated into changing their opinion in order to 
keep Manley as leader of the Party. There again we 
see very, very clearly that in those kinds of parties 
the leader is bigger than the party. The leader is 


bigger than the majority because inside of the par- 


ty really and truly you have a dictatorship, just 
like outside of the party ih the country, what you 


really have in the capitalist system is a dictatorship, 


whether open or disguised. Therefore the party is 
like the system that it defends. Where there is a 
division, the minority prevails over the majority, 
even if the minority includes the leader. {n the 
revolutionary parties comrades, those of us who 
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don’t like it just have to live with it or go to ano- 
ther party. If you want dictatorship go toa party 
like the PNP or the JLP . If you want democracy 
then you come to the WPJ. Because in a revyolu- 
tionary party the majority carries, whether the 
leader likes it or not. 


NO ONE MAN 


I go back to. the first and most successful 
revolutionary party in the 20th century, the 
Russian Communist Party. Lenin himself was a 
minority at different times in the history of that 
party and he had to bow. Eventually, it turned 
out that what he was saying was correct, but until 
the Party discovered for itself that what he was 
saying was correct, Lenin himself had to bow to 
the majority inside of the Russian Communist 
Party, because principle is principle and no matter 
how much brain you have, within the revolution- 
ary party, the collective must rule over the indivi- 
dual. There can be no one man running the party 
otherwise you will be breaking the very principles 
that you are prepared to bring about in the society 
as a whole. 


PRACTICE WHAT YOU PREACH 


I go into all of this because we really need to 
be clear on principle. Especially because of the 
confusion that is now being sown outside. The 
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New Jewel Movement was no different from any 
other revolutionary party, or from any other party 


for that matter. Differences within have been 
there since the day the Party was founded until the 
present time. Just like how there are differences of 
opinion within the WPJ. Some of these differences 
were such that the party leader found himself a 
minority on a number of occasions, And since the 
the Americans have captured all the secret docu- 
ments and are publishing them in the United States 
and in the NEW YORK TIMES; Lam going to tell 
you something now, which are in those document 

but which you would net know, and I couldn’t fel 
you before now ,because until now these docu 

ments were secret. But if the reactionaries are abl 

to tell one another about our secret document 
then we must tell onc another about our secret 
documents rather than wait for them to tell us lies. 


NOT SUFFICIENTLY FRANK 


On a number of occasions Comrade Maurice 
found himself as a minority in the New Jewe 
Movement, but as a revolutionary bowed to th 
majority. March 12, 1979 - the night before th 
Revolution, I can tell you with certainty, as nigh 
follows day, that Comrade Maurice opposed th 
decision to launch the People’s Revolution o 
March 13. I never intended to say this but thos 
who want to provoke truth are going to get trut 
and the truth is the truth and I will die for th 
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truth. The vote was three for, two against and he 
was in the two. Until now the Grenadian party 
don’t know that,and the Grenadian people don't 
know that,and that is where history will never for- 
give the New Jewel Movement for not being suf- 
ficiently frank within the Party first of all _ be- 
cause certain things will have to stay within the 
Party. The Comrade opposed the decision and he 
was voted down and I ask you to consider if on 
March 12 the revolutionary principle that the 
minority will bow to the majority was not imple- 
mented, there would have been no revolution in 
Grenada. If the reactionary principle was applied 
that ‘because the minority have in the leader, then 
the leader’s view must prevail’ there would have 
been no revolution because the leader was the 
minority. So-who wants to say that what the 
leader say must go, will also have to say that there 
should have been no revolution. Because the appli- 
cation of the principle that the minority must bow 
to the majority is why there was a revolution in 
Grenada on March 13, 1979. 


I tell you comrades, I have never talked this 
thing before, it wasn’t necessary to talk it. But 
some people are now questioning the correctness 
of revolutionary principle and they must know the 
consequences of questioning the principle. The 
consequences of questioning that principle is that 
you are saying that there should have been no 
People’s Revolution on March 13, 1979; that the 
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first time the Comrade, having found himself a 
minority, refused to accept the decision of the 
majority. 


disciplinary measures should be applied, because not 
only did the Comrade not accept the decision of the 
Party, which he had always accepted in the past wh- 
en he was a minority and which principle he had al- 
Ways preached, but instead and on top of that now 
had begun to actually incite the people against other 
Party leaders and against, the Party. Therefore, the 
NJM, to their cternal credit - the Americans have the 
minutes of that meeting too - those Comrades look- 
ed the leader in the face and said, ‘Leader we love 
you, but we cannot allow you to breach principles . 
Because we love, we have to practice what you pre- 
ach, even when you are failing to practice it” So that 
is what was justified, disciplinary measures and that 
was what was being proposed, disciplinary mea- 
sures. What could not be justified is any killing or 
any execution. 


NO JUSTIFICATION 


Now Comrades, I want to make one thing ab- 
solutely clear. His refusal to apply the principle 
which he himself had taught, his refusal to bow to 
the majority - in this case to the entire Party - that 
refusal did not and cannot provide any justification 
for execution. Let us make that absolutely clear in 
case anybody misunderstands me. 

The comrades in the NJM would agree totall 
with what I have just said. They would agree with 
it on October 19 and they would agree with it now, 
they will agree with it in the future, as they hav 
agreed with it in the past. What that refusal to 
bow justifies is disciplinary measures - not execu 
tion. Disciplinary measures, because nobody in a 
revolutionary party is bigger than the party. Wh 
wants a party in which the leader is bigger than th 
party go to the Jamaica Labour Party or to the 
People’s National Party or to President Reagan’s 
party, because those parties accept and apply tha 
principle. No revolutionary party does that. 


So this lie, and this lesson that the ruling class is 
trying to teach workers now in Jamaica, “That in 
these kinds of parties , if you slip or if you skid, you 
could be leader, they kill you, learn comrades that 
is not so it go. That is how they want you to believe 
it go, so that you can stay away from the Workers 
Party. 


The ruling class, I am very sorry to say, is achiev- 
ing their objective because I know that some of 
those who were taking out their pens to put to pa- 
per are not filling out the Membership Application 
Form because they are confused on this thing that 
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DISCIPLINARY MEASURES 


Therefore, what the membership of the Nel 
Jewel Movement voted for on October 13 was t 
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we are discussing. Comrades, let me tell you some 
thing. If it was the case, that any time, I as leadet 
find myself as a minority the man them going t 
clap my head, then you think I would be in thi 
thing? No way. And because it is not the case, I cal 
be in there and be absolutely comfortable. I knoy 
what the principles are and I know how to apph 
.the principles and I know that is how I would li 
comrades to apply them as well. 


In Cuba in the 1960's, a number of the leaders 
of the Party, who helped to make the revolution 
began to skid. They weren’t executed 
(hey were disciplined in one way or another. Those 
Who actually broke the laws of the Revolutionary 
Government the discipline extended to them being 
lried, given a hearing and if they were found guilty. 
locked up. In Poland, in 1981 the General Secretary 
of the Polish Communist Party, Kania,. was deter- 
mined by the leadership of the Polish Communist 
Party as no longer carrying out the will of the Party 
find in the interests of the Revolution. He was not 
killed, he was removed from his post. He got a pen- 
sion like anybody else and was able to live and is 
alive today. 


So, the principle is, the minority must bow f 
the majority, whoever is in the minority. When the 
does not happen and the leader tries to make hin 
self bigger than the party, then the leader must be | 
disciplined. Not kilied,not executed, not assassinate 
but disciplined, and discipline can mean suspensio# 
jt can mean expulsion it can mean demotion but} 
can’t mean kill. Because there is no rule in the part 
which says that that is a permissible thing to do. 


So, this lie that if Manley did skid, the same 
thing that happened to Bishop was going to happen 
{o him, you need to arm yourself with these facts 
of revolutionary history, arm yourself with these 
principles of the revolutionary party so you can deal 
with it and not wonder if in you own mind whether 
it really couldn’t go so, because principle is principle 
ind what we defend is principle, whoever is invol- 
yed. 


Comrades, what I have said here is true of ever 
revolutionary party, it is true of every communis 
party and I can give you any number of examples { 
show that when the leader skids, is not kill, or exe 
cute, or assassinate, it is discipline. Kruschev, Gene 
wal Secretary and leader,of the Communist Party 
the Soviet Union (CPSU); in 1964 Kruschev wa 
seen by the Party Leadership, as no longer the bes 
person to lead the Party. He wasn’t then killed, o 
executed. He was relieved of his position as leader @ 
the Party. 


RUTHLESS 
Comrades | go further, it is the ruling class of 
imperialism, not the ruling class of the revolutionary 
jovernment, not the ruling class of communism, it is 
{he ruling class of imperialism when the leader skids, 
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they are the ones that kill the leader. President Ke ae a nee eat : Fore ot hia 
nedy, who killed him? Communists killed him? Né a ne aie me *, i a ies i + 
The said imperialists and capitalists killed hin eet to ele Ober ey a DED en eat 


Martin Luther King who they are now shedding cre i fh eae ia a hee ee 
codile tears for, same thing. And if you go bae ‘Gils ca as pa Re) 


through the history of imperialism and capitalis mp if vous: deste: 
you will see that it is the ruling class who is ruthles§ 
and have no principles, who will put you today % 
President, but if you go against what they want y 
to do they kill you and don’t blink an eyelid an 
then go by your graye and shed eye-water. 


AGAINST THE LAW 


The first thing is Comrades, no system allows it- 
elf to be turned back to a previous system that it 
as overthrown, to be turned back to a more back- 
ard system out of which the people have come. No 
ystem allows that to happen. And I am going to 
lart with the United States which .is there at this 
lime because it overthrew the system that was there 
efore. The system that was there before was colo- 
jal rule by England, which they overthrew in 1776. 


Go further back 100 years into American histof 
Abraham Lincoln.The man who led the siruggle 4 
abolish slavery in America, they killed him. If tf 
particular leader is, not serving their interest. wha 
they do is kill him, assassinate him and then hay 
years of enquiries which never reveal who did ita 
then come now to accuse revolutionaries and con 
munists, who always remove their leaders in a discy 
lined way, as being the ones who are the killers ar 
the violent ones. 


Secondly, the system that was there before 
was the chattel slave system like what we had here- 
they overthrew that in 1865. So that you have 
tapitalism and imperialism in America today as a 
system; because they overthrew the colonial rule 
from abroad and the slave system from inside the 
country which was more backward. In the United 
States today, you do not have aay 1ight to organise 
ny political party or to preach on the TV or the 
jadio, to return to the system that they have over- 
{hrown.: the colonial system and the slave system. 


Comrades, please learn these facts so you Ca 
deal with them when they come with these arg 
ments because they are developing stronger alread 
and you need te have a full understanding to be abl 
to deal with it . 


The next lesson they are trying to teach you 
that however democratic the revolution is, one 
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If you do that, it is against the law. It is again 
the American constitution and it is against the Am 
rican laws. 


In that regard Comrades, they are identical to f 
Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is socialist tod 
because they overthrew capitalism in 1917 ai 
therefore in the Soviet Union today, you cannot 


ganise any political party or go on the radio or f 


TV and preach that the socialist system should 
overthrown for the system that the people oy 
threw in 1917. You cannot go on the radio and 

preach that you must go back to capitalism out @ 
which you have come, in the same way that 
cannot preach on the airwaves in the United Sta 
that you should go back from capitalism to chat 
slavery, which they overthrew. 

You really need to understand this thing becat 
it is one of the arguments that they can really ca 
you with and I repeat it for you to understand. | 
system allows within itself the right to organise 


preach and to agitate to return to the old system @ 


of which the people have come and which they ov 
threw. 

In the same way Comrades,if you were to Of 
nise a political party in Jamaica today, to bring ba 
the slave system that we got rid of in‘1834; ¥ 
would be againsf the law of the land. You would 
against the constitution of Jamaica 

So it is in Jamaica, so itis in the United Stai 
so it is in the Soviet Union. You cannot organise 
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bring in'amore backward system than that which 
exists and out of which the people have ceme from 
the past days that have gone. 


I go further than that, this is something that is. 


am not sufficiently understood. Not only is it against 
the constitution, but in order to prevent you from 


doing it, from trying to bring in the system that was 
overthrown and to overthrow the more advanced 
system that has been set up, the ruling class will go 
to war-to prevent that from happening. 


In the United States, in the middle of the 19th 
century, the American capitalist ruling class led by 
Abraham Lincoln waged war on behalf of capital - 
ism against the support of chattel slavery in order to 
prevent them from overthrowing capitalism and 
bringing in chattel slavery into America again. That 
was in the American Civil War in which thousands 
of people were killed. The capitalist ruling class, to 
prevent the slave owners from the southern part of 
the United States - in the Confederate Army - from 
being able to reinforce slavery and get rid of capital- 
ism, went to war. 


When the Soviet Union, together with the War- 
saw Pact countries, had to resort to military means 


j to prevent Hungary from overthrowing socialism 


and going back to capitalism in 1956, it was doing 
something very similar to what the American ruling 
class did in 1865 in waging war against a section of 
the American people to prevent them from going 
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back to slavery which was overthrown. When the 
Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact countries 1 
1968. had to use military means to prevent Czechos? 
lovakia from going back to capitalism - being subver- 
ted by the capitalist /imperialist countries and go- 
ing back to capitalism - it was do*ng the same thing 
that the American ruling class did in 1865 to pre 
vent America from going back to slavery. Same 
thing in 1981, when the Soviet Union supported 
this time no violence, no troops - supported the 

Polish government in imposing martial lay to pre 
vent Poland, from being taken back to capitalism: 
The identical thing in essence to what the America 
ruling class did in the middle of the 19th Century in 
preventing a section of their people from going bac kK 
to slavery, which had been overthrown. So we need 
to be very, very clear on this and come back to the 
main point, that no system allows itself nor allows 
by law or the constitution, anybody, any group.t¢ 
turn back the system to a previous system that the 
people have overthrown and to get rid of the system 
which is more advanced, in favour of the one that is 
more backward. 


| What is permitted is to vote for parties that 
‘either want to improve the system that exists or 
want to get rid of it to go to a more advanced 
system. In the case of the Soviet Union you are 
allowed to vote for candidates. ; in the case of the 
other Socialist countries , you are allowed to vote 
for parties which want to improve Socialism to make 
‘it better 
And in the case of Jamaica, you are allowed to vote 
for parties which want to improve what is going on 
here and want to get rid of it fora more advanced, 
hot for a more backward level. So that in that 
regard comrades, there is no double standard, there 
{s no false argument. We need to be clear and under- 
stand this thing. 
OPPOSED 

In addition one point needs to be brought out 
and that is, whenever the time come to move from 
one system to another system that is more demo- 
cratic, you will always get resistance from those who 
benefit from the existing kind of democracy. Re- 
member that under the slave system in Jamaica, the 
fi\ve owners had rights, they had democracy, so it 
wasn’t that everybody was denied the vote. It was 
less than five percent of the population who had 
that right-so democracy then applied to less than 
five percent. 


The system, voting in the United States to 
day, cannot be legal for a party that wants to g¢ 
back to slavery. It would not be permitted and so i 
the Soviet Union it would not be permitted to vot 
for a party that wanted to go back to capitalism. 
Jamaica today, it would not be permitted for you t 
yote for a party that wanted to go back to slavery. 
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In 1942, and this is something you must never 
forget, when the time came for Jamaica to get more 
democracy. for everybody to get the right to vote 
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under colonialism, the ruling class in this count# 
who nowadays tell you how much they defend d 
mocracy, opposed the right to vote going to poe 
people. It was published in the DAILY GLEANE! 
in 1942 that the poorer class of people in Ja 
ca should not get the right to vote- Therefore ya 
have to expect that whenever one form of democ 
cy is to be replaced by a higher form of democracy 
those who benefit from the lower form are going t 
oppose it and have always opposed it. 


I look first at the freedom of assembly, which is 
fi thing that they always tell you that they have in 
capitalist democracies. What that means is freedom 
to meet. How much freedom do we have to meet? 
Is only one place we are certain to get if we want to 
meet and that is the Headquarters of the Workers 
Party of Jamaica. So that when you read the consti- 
tution of Jamaica and it says everybody has the 
right to assemble - freedom of assembly - you see 
that it does not apply to the workers organisations. 
The moment you pose the question of where the ca- 
pitalists can meet you will see how ridiculous it is to 
say that there is equal rights. 


CAPITALIST RIGHTS 


The question that we now need to deal with an 
which we need to clear up is whether the capitals 
democracy that we have here and which Mr. Perkin 
defends, and others like him , is a better democraé 
than the revolutionary democracy that was beif 
built in Grenada or better than the socialist demi 
cracy that exists in Cuba and in the Soviet Union 
just want to refresh our memories on some of th 
things which show _ that capitalist democracy 
more backward. More backward than revolutiona) 
democracy and more backward than socialist dem 
cracy, so that we can be clear in our minds and 
be confused by this argument that here you hai 
freedom and there you don’t. I just want to menti¢ 
two or three of the rights they say that you ha 
but which under the capitalist democracy, these a 
rights which the capitalist have, which they keep fi 
themselves and which we can only get the left ove 
if we are struggling hard enough. 
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On the University campus alone, there are ap- 
proximately ten conference rooms where if the big 
capitalists want to meet with their people, they just 
‘meet so. No questions asked, no permission requir- 
ed, because under capitalist democracy the freedom 
to meet is freedom for the capitalists primarily and 
the left overs for the workers and those who defend 
the workers. We have one or two places to meet, 
they have at least 200. Any of the rooms of the 
Pegasus, any of the rooms at the New Kingston Ho- 
tel, just like that. And that has a lesson for us, it 
shows you that THE RIGHT OF FREEDOM OF 
ASSEMBLY IS A RIGHT FOR THE CAPITALISTS 
AND NOT FOR THE WORKERS. 


We come to the next right: freedom of speech. 
Under capitalist democracy the freedom of speech 
which they say is equal allows the capitalist to 
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print over 10,000 copies of their newspaper every- 
day. The Gleaner in the morning. The Star in the 
evening. One hundred, thousand copies. It alloy 
the worker to print 10,000 copies of STRUGGE 
once per month which means that in any one mo 
while we have 10,000 copies of our paper with ou 
message, they have 3 million copies of their pap 
with their message and that is equality. That is equi 
lity of the rights that you get under capitalism. Ho 
can they have 3 million and we have only 10; 00 


In extreme conditions the capitalist may have to 
strike in order to get more. In that event he just 
takes the things off the supermarket shelves or 
keeps them in the factory. When the capitalist 
strikes that way, he still gets pay because he has 
profits from other businesses coming in and big 
bank account put down from the profit of the 
present business. No police or soldier or securi- 
ty force threaten him to open the supermarket if 
| him close it down or the factory: yet according to 
the system we have equal rights. When we strike 

to get a little higher price for what we sell, which 
is our labour; the first thing is that we have to 
starve for the time we strike, because we have no 


For the simple reason that they have the printin 
press; they have the stock of paper, they have th 
money and under capitalism the w orkers can nev 
own printing press, have paper and have mew y ik 
the capitalists, because that is the meani: ; of cap 
talism. The workers are the wage slaves and the cap 
talists own the means of production and the 


property. 


money put down and we have no money coming 
from anywhere else. The second thing ts,the secu- 
_rity forces come down on us like thieves. No 
| strike don't take place without police come there 
and even though one and two may be in favour of 
| the workers, the majority are there to protect the 
property of the capitalist. 
We just have to look at these three rights 
under the capitalist democracy. The right to free- 
dom of assembly - freedom to meet; freedom of 
speech and freedom to strike and we can see right 


The right to strike is the one that we kno 
about most. They say again that that is a freedom 
and a right. We sell our labour, that is what we sé 
to get money to live, the capitalists sell soap sui 
from Seprod. He sells oil, he sells all kinds of di 
rent commodities. When he wants to increase t 
price of what he sells, all he does - a stroke of # 
pen- through the capitalist government he eith 
cross it off the price control list or put a new prig 
higher than the one before. 
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away that what looks equal is really grossly 
unequal, mainly for the capitalist class, with the 
workers and the poor people getting only the left 
| overs. 
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the whole of the case that Reagan was making ou 
was that here was a base for export of terrorism, 


The third point about the number of Cubans 
I am going to read from the NEW YORK TIME! 


again: “Mr. Reagan says the number ofCubans t 
Grenada was much larger than the initial intelh 


gence estimates of 400 to 600. He said they wen 


a military force rather than the construction wo 
kers that they were believed to have been. T 
next day, Admiral McDonald said at a news co: 


ference that captured documents showed tha 


there was at least 1,100 Cubans on Grenada, 
well trained professional soldiers who had bee 
impersonating construction workers. He said 63% 
Cubans had been captured and 300 to 350 appé 
rently remained at large. Other military source 
said as many as 1,000 Cubans might have take 
to the hills to fight a guerrilla 


THEN LAST SUNDAY (30th OCTOBER 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE ESTM ATE 
OF 784 C UBANS ON THE ISLAND THAT THI 
CUBAN GOVERNMENT HAD GIVEN EAR 
ER WAS ABOUr RIGHT AND ON WEDNE§ 
DAY, UNITED STATES MILITARY A UTHOR 
TIES IN GRENADA SAID MOST OF THI 
CUBAN PRISONERS HAD BEEN CLASSIFIEL 
AFTER INTERROGATION AS WORKER 
WITH ONLY 100 COVMBATTANTS. 


> 


NEW YORK TIMES article continues, “‘Over 
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tree days the Pentagon estimate of the number of 


ihe Cuban force which had met the invading 
forces seemed to have plunged from more than 
1,000 to fewer than 200 including ine estimated 
{3 to 17Cubans who were killed”. 


So that the whole thing about Cuban/Soviet 
export of terrorism is exposed within the capitalist 


Own newspaper. 


Of course, the one about the military air- 
port you have not heard again. Because the 
British Construction firm - is not Cuban con- 
struction firm that was building it, the Cuban 
workers were working on it - the most respec- 
table airport construction firm in Britain ,,a firm 
by the name of Plessy Ltd. - said two days after 
the invasion that the airport that was being built 
was in accordance with the standards of inter- 
national airports - no military installations, 
because a military airport. has to have certain 
things different from a civilian airport. It is diff- 
erent from the normal things you have at Norman 
manley Airport. It needs to have anti-aircraft 
weapons defence systems. The British firm said 
nothing like that was there. So again a big hoax 
has been carried out on the people aud exposed 
in the NEW YORK TIMES itself. 


REVOLUTIONARY PRINCIPLES 
Their reason for doing this is clear. Its a ques- 
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tion of getting in the first lick. That is how Rea= 
gan and Scaga see it. That if they get in the first 
lick, that it’s the Cubans there, that it’s a-base ff 
export of terrorism, that it’s a military base: 
you get in that first lick, then even if afterwarc 
it’s shown not to be so, the people’s minds hay 
already been poisoned and the dirty deed has a 
ready been done. The reason they are doing it 
not only to poison the people’s minds, but to t 
and destroy and deform revolutionary principles! 


happen is that you would get people coming into 
another country, overthrowing the government, but | 
the people would not be able to make a revolution 
because they are not ready to do it. So that is one of 
the principles of Marxism-Leninism, that revolution 
cannot be exported; and where the people are not 
ready for it in a given country, it cannot go there. 


But the second principle is this — that where 
the people themselves make a revolution then it is 
our duty to give it every possible support that they 
ask for in order that they can defend themselves. 


There are two principles we should try and 
this opportunity to remember. One is the 

principle of Marxism-Leninism - THAT REVO! 
UTION CANNOT BE EXPORTED. That is a pri 
ciple laid down from Marx, Engels, Lenin, com 
right up. Revolution is something that has 1 
grow out of the people themselves desiring 1 
break down the system and to change it fund 
mentally because nothing else is possible and 
thing else has worked. And if you think about! 
you will see why, because if revolutionary chang 
requires that the working people have to take z 
active part in running the business, in running th 
work-centres, if it requires that people have 4 


And what Reagan and Seaga are trying to make us 
believe is that giving support, once the revolution 
is made in response to the request of the people, 
is the same thing as exporting revolution which is 
against the principle of Marxism-Leninism 


HAND IN HAND 


So let us look at this argument that the Party 
join the unions, and the womens’ organisation) puts itself above the pegple - the argument that 
and the youth organisations, if it requires ma we need to be clear on, that NO REVOLUTION 
participation and involvement, then clearly thal CAN BE ee ANYWHERE mathout. te 
is something the people will only be willing to dj FENG lution being guided, bene ash Us) We 
if they are ready for it. It cannot be exporte serious workers, the most serious farmers, and the 
from any other country because what wo most serious youth and women organised in the 
party. Because if you don’t have that leadership, 
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then you will not be able to cordinate the strugg 
to defeat the enemy and keep the revolution going 
That is the law of the science of Marxism- Lenini 


It is also the experience of our history. In 19 
we never had a revolution in Jamaica for the simp 
reason that a substantial part of the people w 
ready, but the revolutionary party was not big af 
strong enough; the Peoples’ National Party did nt 
have enough revolutionaries in it and the Work 
Party of Jamaica was not strong enough and the 
fore despite the readiness of the people, there wi 
no revolutionary change. Instead you get counte 
revolution — SEAGA . The law of Marxism- 
inismwas proven in 1980; it was also proven in 19 
- wlien the people were ready again. Nobody agit 
ed them. The people agitated themselves. But i 
revolution, because there was no revolutiona 


party. 


In 1865, sane thing; AND THEREFORE W 
SAY THAT THERE CAN BE NO REVOLUTIO 


TERS ARE UNITED IN A REVOLUTIONAR 
PARTY TO GIVE LEADERSHIP AND 
CARRY THROUGH THE STRUGGLE. 

OTHER SIDE OF THAT IS ALSO TRUE. 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY CAN MAKE @ 
DEFEND THE REVOLUTION WITHOUT T 
SUPPORT OF THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPL 
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What the reactionaries tried to do when you 
make the first point - that the people, however 
revolutionary they are cannot make the revo- 
lution without the guidance of the party, they say 
“Yes, yes, see it there! - Want to put the party 
in place of the people, on the backs of the people”. 
And therefore we have to make the second point 
right away - that the party cannot make the 
revolution without the people. The two go hand 
in hand . What we have seen in Grenada is that 
the ‘Party made the Revolution with the people 
on 1th March, 1979. They kept it going with 
the people for four and a half years. But the 
moment ,because of Maurice’s killing, the people 
wavered in their support at that point it was 
possible to defeat the revolution. 


SELECTIVITY 


Finally, we need to be clear that we cannot 
make the revolution without applying certain 
principles, and will not be able to defend the 
revolution unless we keep applying those 
principles. The first is SELECTIVITY. Not 
every man can become a party member. You 
have to make certain that those who come into the 
membership of the party .are pegpared to make 
the necessary sacrifice, to give “% life if nece- 
ssary in defence of the people and in defence of the 
workers and the poorer class. But comrades, - and 
this is a warning from the Grenadian Revolution - 
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best worker in the factory don’t feel’ that he call 


ee one of the. things we discussed when I went dows 


As everybody wants to be a big man. And if you want 


your party cannot be so selective, cannot be s0 

pure as to exclude from membership the best 
workers and the best farmers, the best youth and 
the best women either because they feel the work is 
- too heavy and they cannot. manage it or becausé 
they believe that the party is for. those with highe 
education whore can read and write big book. 


. Once ihe: party pecans so selective that th 


' join or really get in, something is wrong. ‘It mea 
that it is too tight, and if it is too tight it is going 
to be weak rather than strong and that is one of the | 

_ mistakes that the. comrades made . And that wag 


there - that the Party needed tc ensure that it wa 
sufficiently open, that the best workers, farmer 
" and youths could get into it-- not have to stay out 
side and look inside. ep ene 2 gee 


a CRITICISM. 


‘Second panciple: CRITICISM AND SELF 
CRITICISM: Believe me I have come back to this) 
thing as one of. the hardest things. There is some | 
‘thing about Jamaican society, there is something) 
about Grenadian society, something about Caribb 
ean. society which makes criticism and self-criticis. 
-one of the hardest things - and you know why?) 
‘Because the society is the kind of society where 
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to be a big man anything that is going to prevent 
you from becoming a big man - you can’t take it. 


So that every criticism you give is to tear down a 
next man so that you can get big. And any criticism 
that you get, you take it as an attempt to tear you 
down from getting big, and that is what is called 
petit- bourgeois outlook - a small capitalist outlock. 


And therefore it is the hardest thing to give criticism 
in the right spirit and take it in the right spirit and 
this is one of the areas in which the comrades in the 
NJM definately fell down because when they should 
have been firm and clear, when they saw the leader 
whom they loved, and for good reason, going off 
course they kept silent. But if you really like some- 
body and you want to see them reach far then you 
have to with all the tact - we are not saying that you 
are going to abuse him, are going to curse him; you 
are going to be very, very, tactful and sensitive, but 


‘| you are going to say, “Comrade, you are going off 


course - pull up your socks. And, I tell you not 


| because I don’t like you, but because I like you.” 


| October 1982 is the first time the NJM leadership 


| really criticised Maurice for being too soft and not 


giving firm leadership. But none of the Party mem- 
| bers knew anything about it. Only the small group 
at the top, who then did nothing about it between 
October 1982, and September 1983. 


That’s the other thing about criticism. You 
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they like in the party, it becomes like the Peoples 
National Party where there is a minority and a maj- 
ority and the minority can do what they want to do 
whether they are on the left or the right regardless 
of what the majority position is . Again we can see 
the results of this in Grenada. Comrade Maurice 
previously bowed whenever the majority ruled 
over him, but when he refused to bow that led to 
a trail of events which triggered off the counter- 
yeyolution and the defeat which is now being 
experienced by the Grenadian people. 


can criticise and stay at word of mouth; only you 
know. You don’t apply the necessary measures to 
correct the weakness - that is something I know 
better than anybody inside here because the Roma 
Catholic Church teach me that thing for many years 


Every Saturday you go to confession and say “Ble 
me father for I have sinned.” Then after you te 
the Father the sin and he blesses you, you can ge 
communion on Sunday. But then Monday you g 
back and you do the same thing again and then go 
back the following Saturday and confess again. So 
this is an example of how you must not criticise, 
because if you are going to criticise inside the party 
and the same thing you criticise the comrade for, h 
admits it is wrong and then he goes back and does it 
again and then you criticise again, he admits it - the 
it is a joke business! SO THAT THE CRITICIS 
MUST BE GIVEN AND TAKEN IN THE RIGHT 
SPIRIT AND IT MUST LEAD TO MEASURES 


Finally, comrades, as we said earlier no revo- 
jutionary party can allow itself to lose its links with 
the masses of the people. Of course you have people 
within the party who are disciplined, and educated 
politically, but they alone cannot do i, Une 
brothers and sisters who are not so conscious, not so 
politically educated, not so disciplined, we the party 
members must have the closest ties of brotherly 
WEAKNESS AND THIS WAS ONE OF THES lve: closest ties of organisational relationships with 
PROBLEMS IN THE NJM. them which means that inside the revolutionary 
party constant attention must be paid to making 
sure that the comrades in the party work to build up 
the trade unions because, the trade union will be an 
organisation where the majority are not in the party; 
work hard to build up the women’s organisation; 
work hard to build up the youth organisation, not 
only to teach but to learn so that the link of the 
party to the non-party people will be close. Close 
so that when the non-party people say to the party 
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DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM 


The third thing is DEMOCRATIC 
CENTRALISM. The minority must bow to the 
majority if the minority is convinced that they are 
right then time will tell and eventually they will b 
proven to be correct. If the minority can do wha 
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people, “We think you are going wrong; the part 
‘will hear it quickly because the links are close; 
when the party say to the non-party people “Co 
out to defend the revolution,” the people will com 
out because they know the word of the party frot 
experience , is to be trusted and to be relied o 
where the link is weak or broken the princip 
of the party is not being applied. 


And so comrades, let us use the opportunity 
the sad opportunity but the opportunity neverth 
less of the defeat of the first Grenadian Revolutio 
to learn, to apply these lessons so as to strengthe 
and to advance our struggles. 


November 13, 1983 
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